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Senior members of The Cowl's Editorial Board celebrate the end of an era.

A Not So Typical Tuesday With the Office of IDEI
The Cowl Discusses College's Mission, IDEI's Vision, in Last Listening Tour of Year
by Sarah McLaughlin '23
2022-23 Editor-in-Chief
and Nicole Patano '22
Editor-in-Chief

LISTENING TOUR

This article is part of The Cowl's
Listening Tour, a series aiming to
amplify the voices of marginalized
members of our community and
bring awareness to social justice
initiatives on campus.
Diversity, equity, and inclusion are
not new concepts. In fact, they have
become somewhat of buzzwords on the
Providence College campus. Everyone
seems to be talking about DEI, and
The Cowl did not want to miss out on
the fun. Who better to talk to about
DEI than the Office of Institutional
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion?
Following
IDEI's
regularly
scheduled Tuesday meeting this week,
The Cowl met with its members to talk

about the office, the brief history of DEI
work at the College, and their hopes for
the next few weeks, months, and years.
The Cowl was able to meet with
seven members of the IDEI team,
including Jacqueline Peterson, special
advisor to the president. Peterson
joined PC in 2018 to assess community
needs and create a framework for the
office which aligned with Goal Two of
the PC200 Strategic Plan, ratified by the
PC Board of Trustees that same year. In
the transition period between Fr. Brian
Shanley, O.P., and Fr. Kenneth Sicard,
O.P., Peterson was asked to stay on and
help create the Office of IDEI.
Four years later, and the office has
grown, with Peterson's help, into a
team of dedicated and determined
individuals. Cathy O'Leary, executive
assistant, is the only member from the
original Office of Institutional Diversity
working in the team. Erin Corry, on
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the other hand, is one of the newest
members of the team and also one of
the most surprising hires; as resource
coordinator for LGBTQ+ inclusion,
Corry works to contextualize DEI and
justice work in a religious institution.
Other members include Dr. Quincy
Bevely, assistant vice president for
institutional diversity and Title VI
coordinator; Dr. Saaid Mendoza, an
assistant professor of psychology and
one of the faculty in residence; Dr.
Christopher Chambers, an assitant
professor of sociology and the other
faculty in residence for Moore Hall; and
Sokeo Ros, the director for the Center at
Moore Hall.
Each of these individuals brings
their own experiences and expertise
to DEI work, but every single one of
them is committed to making changes
at all levels of the institution. Peterson
emaphasized that their work requires

"a much broader look at the entire
institution across all levels." This
includes administration, faculty, staff,
and students.
Peterson's framework, which has
been used by the team over the past three
years or so, represents this requirement.
Pillar (focus area) one has to do with
structural diversity, access, and equity.
Their goal is to "maintain continuous
improvement in the recruitment,
retention
and
matriculation
of
historically underrepresented students,
faculty, administration and staff."
Pillar two relates to institutional
infrastructure and has the goal of
establishing "a process for ongoing
monitoring, assessment, evaluation,
and revision of practices, policies,
procedures and physical spaces
to ensure equitable and inclusive
outcomes." This pillar looks at all of the
policies, practices, and procedures, to
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see where revisions might be
necessary to ensure a culture of inclusion
and belonging. Peterson is most
concerned with this pillar, as changing
and transforming the institution requires
building “an inclusive, equitable,
anti-racist climate that has a sense of
belonging.”
The third pillar concerns climate and
intergroup relations, with the goal of
creating and sustaining an “institutional
environment of respect and civility that
‘promotes the common good and the
human flourishing of each member
of the campus community’ through
opportunities for diverse interactions,
community dialogue, and ongoing
intercultural learning.”
Pillars four and five have to do
with students; they regard formal and
informal curricula and student learning
and development.
While the team has been working to
operationalize the goals of each pillar,
Peterson thinks the truly incredible
thing is to see groups all over campus,
in various capacities, adapting and
using the pillars for themselves. IDEI
work is not limited to their office; in
fact, the team actively encourages more
involvement and participation in DEI
initiatives from administration, faculty,
staff, and students.
To reach this goal, IDEI funds DEI

equity and innovation mini grants to
support community involvement and
engagement. Members of the community
can receive these awards if they have
innovative initiatives for increasing
DEI. Examples of mini grant recipients
include: class visits to museums, a BIPOC
recognition brunch, a multicultural
children’s library, a PC faculty and staff
women of color support system, and
many more. Bevely explained that this
represent an “accomplishment that we
couldn’t have achieved without the
community.”
Bevely highlighted some of the
additional ways in which IDEI has
fostered dialogue and conversation
around IDEI issues, which he describes
as major accomplishments. In just the
past few years, the office has launched
an annual anti-racism summer series;
partnered with Human Resources to
create a DEI professional development
series which staff were able to attend;
the Dialogue, Inclusion, and Democracy
walls; and Title VI advances.
The DID walls are perhaps one of
the most visible examples of all-campus
involvement in IDEI initiatives. Bevely
described how they began in Moore and
Feinstein and are now in athletics and
the school of business. And each “area
takes on an identity.”
Even “the top,” as Peterson calls the
Board of Trustees, is taking on DEI work.
Last year, they voted in a committee on
DEI for the first time ever.
IDEI is more involved in the hiring
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process, as well as the Office of Mission
and Ministry, Mendoza explained,
to ensure that “not only are they
[candidates] upholding the Catholic
values of the institution, but also making
sure they’re doing so in a way that has
DEI at the forefront of their lens as
well.” And no one must reckon with
the supposed contradiction between the
mission of the College and DEI work as
much as Corry.
Mendoza said, “It cannot be overstated
how important it is to have someone like
Erin here.” As resource coordinator for
LGBTQ+ inclusion, Corry attempts to
assess where the anxiety about LGBTQ+
issues at PC are and meet those anxieties
with love. She emphasizes that “there
are abundant ways that flow from our
mission to do justice work well and
inclusion work well.” Alluding to the
pursuit of Veritas and the loving embrace
of St. Dominic mentioned in the College’s
mission statement, Corry explained how
the College’s values make it uniquely
capable of committing to DEI work.
In this vein, Peterson acknowledged
that many people believe “on campus
that DEI and Catholic, Dominican
identity are at odds.” She explained, “It’s
not an either-or, it’s an all.”
The Cowl asked specifically about
how
the team is planning on
addressing both Fr. Sicard’s recently
released document, “Continuing Our
Journey Toward Becoming the Beloved
Community” as well as Justin Babu ’23’s
research project, “Unseen: An Analysis
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of the BIPOC Experience at Providence
College.”
Fr. Sicard’s document shows how
IDEI has been a catalyst for change and
transformation, as Peterson stated, “You’ll
see the work that’s going on across the
whole campus.” The team is currently
talking about ways to make the document
more accessible and digestible for folks
looking to understand the work being
done on campus.
In regards to Babu’s research, IDEI
believes that they can inform his work and
vice versa since he conducted a campus
climate survey similar to those coming
from the Office of IDEI. Chambbers
explained that Babu’s findings are
consistent with what they have found.
He also alluded to another potential
opportunity for collaboration, as both
Babu and the IDEI team are looking to
do qualitative research about people’s
experiences on campus. Chambers is
“excited to share outcomes when we’re
both ready to see where those data
dovetail and where we might be able to
learn from there.”
To conclude, Ros shared what he feels
has been the impact of Moore Hall on
campus as a space where “the mission
fits the vision fits the people.” He is
appreciative of the many opportunities he
has to learn from students every day.
Perla Castillo Calderon, the current
IDEI graduate assistant and the upcoming
assistant director for DEI, will be
organizing focus groups for people to
keep the conversation going.

Cherishing Dr. Paul O’Malley’s Legacy
PC Holds Retirement Party for His 57-Year Tenure
by Emma Strempfer ‘24
News Staff
CAMPUS
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Last Friday, the department of history celebrated
Dr. Paul O’Malley at his retirement party in Slavin ’64
Hall. Colleagues and students of Dr. O’Malley shared
heartfelt praise and memories of one of the longestserving faculty at Providence College. Dr. O’Malley
has worked at PC for 59 years.
Dr. Sharon Murphy, History Department chair,
opened the event with a short biography on “the
intrepid, unstoppable Paul O’Malley.”
Dr. O’Malley is a native of Providence, living in
a number of places around the city, including Chad
Brown, Cypress Street, Summit Avenue, and as a
child, came home to a place on Admiral Street.
The eldest of eight children and son of a shoe
salesman, Dr. O’Malley became the first in his family
to graduate from college. He came to PC in 1956
as an undergraduate on a full-tuition scholarship,
graduated four years later with a degree in biology,
and then headed to medical school. Before long, Dr.
O’Malley decided that history rather than medicine
would be the topic of pursuit in his graduate education.
Because there was no graduate history program at
PC at the time, he enrolled at the University of Rhode
Island. Prior to finishing his masters degree, Dr.
O’Malley was welcomed back to PC as an instructor
of history in 1963. In 1964, Dr. O’Malley married his
wife, Carolyn. In the same year, he enrolled in a Ph.D.
program at Boston University with a focus on Irish
history. He worked as an assistant professor for 26
years at PC before becoming director of the graduate
program in history. Dr. O’Malley was a strong voice
in favor of women attending PC, noting that women
brought a certain “gravitas to the classroom that at
times the men lacked.”
Dr. Murphy in her short speech spoke incredibly
highly of Dr. O’Malley, with echoing agreement
from all in attendance, affirming that “He has been

PC celebrates Dr. O’Malley’s 57-year tenure.

a beloved fixture in both the department and the
wider campus community. His love of Irish music,
dance, literature, and history are second only to his
love of teaching his students…True to his Irish roots,
he can sit and talk to anyone—regardless of their
background—and find common interests, common
friends, and often, common ancestors.”
Dr. Mario DiNunzio, a former history professor,
spoke about memories of a history department
with ten faculty and only five desks. He praised Dr.

O’Malley’s encyclopedic mind and interest in the
lives of others. “Paul not only knows everybody but
loves everybody.”
Dr. Richard Grace, another former professor of
history, spoke about Dr. O’Malley’s ability to connect.
He recalled a car ride he took with Dr. O’Malley
through the streets of Providence. Dr. O’Malley was
able to name and recite the history of almost every
house, family, and even telephone pole. Dr. Grace is
incredibly grateful to have been so close to someone
so knowledgeable and kind. “Paul O’Malley has been
a noble and heroic friend.”
Dr. Raymond Sickinger, professor of history at
PC, was a former student of Dr. O’Malley. He, in a
position to do so, reflected on the “constant concern
for the students Dr. O’Malley had.” Dr. O’Malley’s
skills and presence in the classroom were so unique
and so essential that when he was injured in 2018,
four history professors were needed to teach his Irish
history class.
Dr. O’Malley’s brother, John O’Malley, spoke
about some very fond childhood memories and the
compassion and forgiveness of his older brother.
The History Department also took the opportunity
during the event to announce the establishment of
the Paul F. O’Malley Award for the most outstanding
work done by a graduate each year. Emily Dubios,
who plans to obtain a Ph.D. in, coincidentally, Irish
history, at Boston College, was this year’s recipient.
Dr. O’Malley was the last to speak, and in his true
fashion was able to name and connect with almost
every person there. His first thank you was to his wife
and he told the story of how they met. Working at a
hospital as an orderly and she as a nurse, making a
hospital bed together, “our eyes locked, case closed.”
Dr. O’Malley’s devotion to and love for his wife have
clearly been a stabilizing force all his years teaching
at PC. He is incredibly grateful to have been able to
serve for so long, teaching the Irish history he loves
at his alma mater in his home city. Dr. O’Malley will
be deeply missed and PC has been lucky to have him.
We wish you the very best, Dr. O’Malley!
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(Lack) of a House Isn’t a Home
History of Homelessness in Rhode Island
by Addison Wakelin ‘22
News Co-Editor
LOCAL NEWS
Homelessness is a systematically endemic issue
throughout the United States, compounded largely on
public policy failures and socioeconomic disparities.
In 2020, according to the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD): “580,466 people
experienced homelessness in the U.S. on a single night.
Two-thirds of the homeless were located in transitional
housing or emergency shelters, with the remaining
third in unsheltered locations.”
The severity of the homelessness crisis on the
national level is further subsumed by exogenous state
and local policies, notably exemplified by the state
of Rhode Island that largely fail to provide adequate
affordable housing for those most in need. Not only
are these often depleting housing units inaccessible
to those who need them, there are also few rental
subsidies and housing vouchers available to provide
more permanent housing solutions for low-income
individuals and families, contributing further to urban
blight and other socio-physical costs.
Cities across Rhode Island have received a plethora
of financial assistance from both state and federal
funding; however, long-held systemic housing and
homelessness issues remain across the state. Over the
last several years, Rhode Island has received $1.13

A homeless encampment underneath a Providence bridge.

billion from the American Rescue Act, $3.2 billion for
Homeless Assistance Grants, $1.5 billion for the HOME
Investment Partnerships Program, and $352 million
from the Emergency Rental Assistance funds.
With so much federal assistance, why are 1,318
Rhode Islanders currently facing homelessness?
The pertinent issues of homelessness and lack of
affordable housing can be viewed from a microlens in the
state of Rhode Island. Across the state, Rhode Islanders
are at severe risk for homelessness due to the rising
failures in adequate and accessible affordable housing
for low- and middle-income residents. According to
the RI Coalition to End Homelessness: “As of Jan. 2021,
there are around 1,200 homeless people in the state of
Rhode Island on any given night.”
Being the most populous city in Rhode Island,
Providence has a deeply systemic housing crisis that
primarily affects low- and middle-income individuals
and families, leaving many with limited access to more
affordable housing options.
Although the homeslessness crisis is a major issue
across the state, Providence has particularly reflected
on the ways that socioeconomic status and geographic
location expose such glaring fiscal and economic issues.
The issue at hand is not just one of an impractical
minimum wage or high rent, but, rather, it reflects on the
lack of available rental units and income discrimination
within current Rhode Island legislation and policies.
This past March, the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) gave Rhode Island $10
million “through its Continuum of Care grants, [that]
will support 37 local homeless housing and service
programs across the state.”
In response to the federally funded grants, U.S.
Senator Jack Reed (RI-D) stated, “Ensuring every Rhode
Islander has safe, private shelter and a stable place to
call home is both an ambitious goal and a basic, core
community commitment. But too many people can’t
afford stable housing or have other issues that cause
them to experience homelessness.”
However, there are a variety of fiscal and economic

factors that have further exacerbated the crisis,
especially in places like Providence. As of 2021, in order
to afford rent and utilities in a two-bedroom apartment,
RI residents must make an hourly wage of $22.54, yet
the average wage of a renter in Rhode Island is $14.24.
Further, rents in Rhode Island rank No. 23 highest in the
US, with a median renter paying $1,031 per month, up
from $927 in 2010. Homeless shelters and transitional
housing are only temporary solutions to long-term,
deeply systemic issues of poverty and lack of adequate
resources.
The basis in mobilizing for change begins with
directly confronting the institutions that have
suppressed the need for such. In Dec. 2021, RI State
Senator and current Lieutenant Governor candidate
Cynthia Mendes made headlines when she and her
running mate, gubernatorial candidate Matt Brown,
had camped outside of the RI State House in the frigid
cold to protest the state’s homelessness crisis.
“‘We are in a crisis, and it’s utterly heartbreaking.
We are out here because we want to make sure that no
one freezes to death this winter,’” said Mendes in an
interview with the Boston Globe.
Rhode Island has made some substantive efforts
toward addressing housing affordability and the
homeslessness crisis, but there needs to be more. There
are various organizations across Rhode Island that have
actively sought to expand on and mitigate the looming
crisis, including CrossRoads Rhode Island, the Rhode
Island Coalition to End Homelessness, Rent
Relief
RI, and other organizations that provide substantive
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assistance for Rhode Islanders.
In understanding the severity of the homelessness
crisis, and the subsequent lack of affordable housing,
there arises a triadic role of policy solutions to confront
such a growing issue on the state and federal levels.
As the homelessness crisis persists throughout the
state, the lack of affordable housing remains a glaring
policy issue, one which is compounded byincome
discrimination and the inability for low-income
residents to receive comprehensive housing vouchers
and subsidies. In advocating for establishing more
multi-family rentals, along with providing more
comprehensive rental subsidies and housing vouchers,
low-income residents will receive a much more stable,
long-term housing situation.
The expansion of affordable housing solutions
through a three-pronged approach – increased
rental subsidies, housing vouchers, and expanding
multi-family rentals – will actively address the
fiscal and socioeconomic needs of struggling Rhode
Islanders that are essential in mitigating such a crisis.
Providing short-term solutions, like homeless shelters,
only institutionalizes and further exacerbates the
homelessness crisis throughout the state of Rhode
Island, but most notably in Providence.
Through advocating for the expansion of
rental subsidies and housing vouchers, compounded
on expanding multi-family housing units and urban
revitalization programs of pre-existing units to prevent
urban blight, there will be a significant decrease in the
homelessness population.
Every person deserves a house; one that can
ultimately feel like a home. Providing short-term
housing solutions only insulates and institutionalizes
the severity of the lack of affordable housing and
homelessness. In continuing to expand upon preexisting programs and utilizing both state and federal
funding, Rhode Island will overcome the systemic
barriers that have blockaded the need for major
institutional reform to confront such a growing crisis.

Costs Mount as
Russia Continues
Abuses in Ukraine
by Kaitlyn Hladick ‘25
News Staff
INTERNATIONAL NEWS
On Thursday, April 28, Ukrainian targets
were bombarded across the country. These
attacks included the boldest attacks, especially
on the capital, since Moscow’s forced retreat.
Almost a dozen individuals were wounded.
The head of the United Nations visited Kyiv
at the time of the attacks, which occurred shortly
after Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy spoke at a conference with the
U.N. Secretary-General, António Guterres.
Guterres, who could observe the destruction,
condemned the atrocities of the mass civilian
executions. While Russia denies that they target
civilians, Ukrainian prosecutors are collecting
evidence that there have been situations that
included the torture of innocent civilians.
President Zelenskyy referred to these actions as
“genocide.”
Credible information comes from the U.S.
that a Russian military unit has executed
Ukrianians during their surrender attempts.
This information was announced on Wednesday,
April 27, at the United Nations by Ambassadorat-Large for Global Criminal Justice Beth Van
Schaack. Evidence of torture, execution-style
killing, and sexual violence has been found.
Authorities reported explosions all over the
country, including overwhelming Russian fire
in the Donbas, the eastern industrial heartland
that the Kremlin is currently targeting. Kharkiv,
which seems to be another main target in order
to take over Donbas, was also under intense fire.
Evacuations have become increasingly
challenging as Russian fire continues. A large
railway hub just outside of Kyiv was reportedly
bombed. Another crucial way station that serves
thousands in Zaporizhzhya near Mariupol has
become inaccessible. Among the wounded was
an 11-year-old boy, and shards of glass cut his
leg deep enough for the bone to be visible. This
was the first rocket attack to hit a residential
area in the south since the beginning of the
war. Additionally, inside plants in the country,
thousands are trapped. One of these plants has
endured attempted stormings from Russian
forces. This steel plant has been home to soldiers
and civilians in Mariupol, and the concentrated
bombing that occurred within the city killed
and wounded more people.
President Joe Biden requested $33 billion from
the U.S. Congress in order to provide aid for
Ukraine. The war between Russia and Ukraine
h a s been underway for about nine weeks. NATO
has been supporting Ukraine thus far regarding
military technology during monumental battles
according to the country’s eastern borders. $20
billion covers military and security assistance,
and economic and humanitarian aid fills out the
rest of the $13 billion. The funding and the White
House request demonstrates American support
for Ukraine. Aiding Ukraine promotes concepts
of democracy and growth when democratic
governments are generally becoming less
popular.
Before this request, Congress approved
almost $14 billion for Ukraine and deployed
more U.S. troops to Europe. While the urgent
request may take a while, there are expectations
of support from Congress.
The Biden administration announced that
4,000 plus applications had been filed to
sponsor Ukrainians needing rescue. Rigorous
immigration processes will ensue for the
refugees and the vetting of the sponsors. The
ability to support Ukrainians is open once
applicants pass a security check and are declared
financially stable.
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PC Hosts Humanities Forum on Biosecurity
Reflecting on Public Health Post-COVID-19 Pandemic
by Colleen Dorian ‘25
News Staff
CAMPUS
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On Thursday, April 21, the Providence College
Humanities Program invited the PC community
to a public lecture in Ruane. Peter J. Leithart
of Birmingham, AL, spoke to an audience of
PC students and faculty titled: “The Dawn of
the Biosecurity State: When Surveillance is
‘Freedom.’”				
Prior to his lecture, Mr. Leithart introduced
himself to his audience, mentioning his
authorship of many books as well as an essay
entitled, “From Sword to Syringe.” He briefly
explained this essay, stating how once upon a
time, the ruler bore a sword. Now, he said, the
ruler bears a syringe. This poses the questions:
“What does it mean that the government is
charged with keeping us all healthy?”, “What
are the uses of this metaphor?”, and “Should we
be worried about it?”. Finally, before discussing
the Biosecurity State, Mr. Leithart led the
audience in a short prayer.		
Mr. Leithart began his discussion with its
relevance to COVID-19. The pandemic, he said,
has been one of, if not the, most devastating and
destructive global events since World War II.
However, this is not solely due to the virulence
of the virus. In fact, COVID-19 has proven to
have a lower rate of fatality than past epidemics,
such as Spanish flu and Bubonic plague, which
took the lives of much greater percentages of
the population. Additionally, it is not even the
fact that so many lives have been both directly
and indirectly devastated by COVID-19 that has
made this pandemic so severe.		
Ultimately, several factors account for
COVID-19’s devastation. Many of these factors
can be categorized as medical mismanagement.
For example, lockdowns were a widely used
protocol throughout COVID-19 despite the lack

The Humanities Forum hosted Peter J. Leithart last week.

of support for their effectiveness. Additionally,
they were adopted without close consideration
of their costs and benefits, as t h e y
disproportionately impacted poor individuals
and nations worldwide.
Lockdowns
also
disproportionately
impacted the elderly, who were not allowed to
leave nursing homes to go to hospitals; this left
the most vulnerable members of the population
unaided in a time of crisis. Another factor is a
generally skewed notion of public health in the
present-day. For example, while the obese were
much more likely to die from COVID-19 than
their fitter and healthier counterparts, they
were nevertheless instructed to stay indoors
and did not have much of a chance to get outside
and exercise. Finally, rather than allow the

population to form immunities to COVID-19,
nations worldwide advised citizens to patiently
await the arrival of a magic medicine. While
the COVID-19 vaccine did arrive, it provides
protection that fades over time, and has even
caused adverse effects for some individuals.
Therefore, according to Mr. Leithart, COVID-19
was not the worst public health disaster in
history because of its virulence, but because of
how it was handled.			
Ultimately, Mr. Leithart tied his discussion
of COVID-19 into the idea that “we don’t
even know what health is anymore.” One
thing about good health, he said, is that if
you’re truly healthy, you are not constantly
worried about your health. Unfortunately, this
sense of freedom seems to have been lost.
Therefore, the pandemic has massively altered
the general population’s understanding of civil
liberties, which were once taken for granted.
These liberties include freedom of movement
(leaving one’s home) and freedom of worship
(churches had state- mandated maximum
capacities during COVID-19), to name a few.
Ultimately, what is thought of as a liberal
democratic life with a multitude of freedoms
simply ceased to exist during the COVID-19
pandemic.
However, Mr. Leithart does not consider this
major problem to be a political one. This, he said,
is a problem within our souls. We, as a human
race, have developed an institutionalized fear
of pain, which has convinced us that constant
surveillance is the price of freedom. Christians,
therefore, have a powerful opportunity to
stand up against surveillance and control the
inhibition of freedoms.			
Mr. Leithart ended his lecture with a hymn
of protection from St. Patrick, reminding his
audience through song that Christ is behind
us, before us, and all around us within our
lifetimes.

Diversity Spotlight
The Importance of Inclusive LGBTQ+ Safe Space Training
by Isabella Chinea ‘25
News Staff
FEATURE
On the heels of Providence
College’s first LGBTQ+ Awareness
Week (April 4-8, 2022) and in
continuation of its celebration,
it is crucial to educate ourselves
about the efforts the student body,
especially the LGBTQ+ students, has
made in moving us towards greater
acceptance. In 2019, students from
SHEPARD, Providence College’s
LGBTQ+ student organization, held
a meeting with former President
Father Brian Shanley, O.P. to express
their experiences and offer advice
as to how the College could begin
its pivot towards a more inclusive
environment.
One of the many responses to this
meeting was to hire a temporary
resource coordinator for LGBTQ+
inclusion, Erin Corry, as a means of
lessening the responsibility that has
fallen onto students. The hiring of
Corry as Resource Coordinator for
LGBTQ+ Inclusion was primarily a
product of the joining taskforce of
OMM and IDEI. More and more of
the world is beginning to openly
identify as LGBTQ+ as this new
generation of acceptance continues
to encourage and inspire their way
of living. In this new era, it is more
important than ever that we continue
to breed sensitivity, respect, and

support for all students.
Through the hard work of
SHEPARD and their allies, a form
of training for our community
has emerged through “Safe Space
Training.” In the words of one of
SHEPARD’s executive members,
Alyson DeStefano ’23, “it’s a
foundational way to respect other
people, respect people’s identities
and pronouns, and bring a higher
awareness that maybe staff, faculty,
and students haven’t thought
about before.” The SHEPARD
students who had previously found
themselves leading these trainings
passed off primary responsibility to
the LGBTQ+ coordinator, who now
facilitates it for all departments that
request it.
Lucia Gonzalez-Solis ’22, another
executive member of SHEPARD,
raises the critical question: “Why
are students having to educate
faculty and staff about issues on
this campus?” The presence of
an LGBTQ+ resource coordinator
on campus was an essential
improvement in order to lessen this
inappropriate power dynamic, that
was students taking the time out of
their schedule to teach the adults
who were meant to be educating
them.
When asked to list some safe
spaces for students on campus,
both Gonzalez-Solis and DeStefano
expressed an acknowledgment of
how few there were, and how many
students are unaware of the main

one, the SHEPARD office. DeStefano
states that “It’s hard for some
students to ask, in general, or to
come to SHEPARD meetings even,
’cause it’s scary.” The SHEPARD
office is located in a privatized
area of Slavin, in Room LL28,
where all are not just welcomed but
encouraged to visit. Safe spaces are
not just locations; they are homes
defined by the people who occupy
them.
College is hard for every
student, but especially for those who
identify with an underrepresented
group on-campus. These four years
of college are a crucial time for
young adults to find themselves and
cultivate their identities to become
their true, authentic selves.
PC has long struggled to
provide more inclusive spaces
for those students, faculty, and
staff who comprise a community
of underrepresented groups on
campus. These include BIPOC, the
LGBTQ+ community, and other
historically marginalized groups
who feel alienated on PC’s campus.
Being an ally begins with attending
these offered Safe Space training
sessions offered at PC. Learning to
challenge the preconceived norms
and values of the PC community is
essential in bolstering institutional
change. Thisdialogue is crucial in
providing the spaces necessary to
hold discussions on the importance
of diversity of all students in
accordance with PC’s Dominican

values, for both the student body
and its peers.
A key aspect of these sessions
is that in being an ally, one is
able to both educate themselves
and show their support towards
underrepresented groups that face
an irreparable set of obstacles than
the traditional college experience.
The pertinent effects of providing
the spaces for such dialogue shows
how the PC community, composed of
students, faculty, and staff, can best
support the need for more diverse
and inclusive spaces throughout
PC’s campus, especially for the
LGBTQ+ community. Events that
promote underrepresented groups
on campus, including Amplifying
Voices, LGBTQ+ Awareness Week,
“A Moore Perfect Union,” and others,
create the institutional infrastructure
necessary to promote spaces for
more inclusive dialogue.
As the administration is still
discerning
what
educational
experiences can be offered that
make the most sense to align with
PC’s Dominican ideals and values.
It is crucial to take advantage of
such opportunities, especially these
training programs, like Safe Space
Training, on the importance of
LGBTQ+ respect and sensitivity. Such
training provides the PC community
with a distinctly unique opportunity
to become allies and lessen the
weight on the LGBTQ+ individuals
PC has historically carried.
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The Need for Student Input in the Humanities Forum
by Christina Charie ‘25
Opinion Writer

CAMPUS
Providence
College
professors
consistently
encourage students to attend the Humanities Forum
for academic enrichment and extra credit. On the
College’s website, it says “all are welcome” to the
Humanities Forum. Therefore, topics discussed should
reflect views of the entire campus community as a
whole. To accomplish this goal, a student committee
should form to assist the Humanities Forum in
the speaker selection process. The background of
professionals presenting on campus in recent months
further demonstrates the need for student input.
Speakers invited by the Humanities Forum
have publicly expressed their misogynic views
online, even though the College is currently
promoting its Fifty Years of Women campaign.
Recently, students received several emails about Peter
Leithart’s talk entitled “The Dawn of the Biosecurity
State.” Leithart’s topic is a genuinely engaging and
important discussion as technology usage continues
to rise. The ethical debate is fascinating, but Leithart’s
other personal convictions might decrease student
willingness to attend. After a quick search to discover
more about his research and interests, an article and
tweet by Leithart stated that “[he agrees] with Christians
who today advocate for patriarchy.” With fifty-five
percent of the student body identifying as female,
Leithart’s statements have the power to create significant
unease amongst the College population. A student
committee can address the emotional impact statements
of this nature has on the overall morale on campus.
Leithart
also
describes
the
rejection
of
“heteronormativity and sexual difference” as “a war
against God” on his Twitter account. There are many
academics who research biosecurity across the nation.
The Humanities Program did not have to select a figure
who demeans members of the student body who identify
with the LGBTQ+ community. With students struggling
to find their place in the Friar Family, inviting such
rhetoric to campus leaves certain students excluded.

Students should not fear attending supplementary
lectures because of bias and discrimination.
A student committee can help promote the
mission of the Humanities Forum, which is to
welcome all. Through having lectures that educate
students on unique perspectives, the Humanities
Forum can improve understanding within the
College community. The program is missing an
important opportunity to unite the College in
promoting inclusion through understanding.
Students can guide the program towards the
topics that can create change within the campus.
Another recent speaker, Dr. Brendan Case, who
debated “Is Dante’s Depiction of Hell in The Divine
Comedy Compatible with Christian Charity?” made
his opinions clear when he retweeted data that
proves stay-at-home moms are statistically happier
than working moms. At an institution with women
paying five-figure tuition each year, the College
cannot expect all female graduates to become stayat-home moms. This is another clear sign that many
still do not believe women belong at the College,
despite the celebration of Fifty Years of Women.
The comments do not only negatively impact
students who identify with these groups. Supporters
of these identities are alienated as well. While Case
is not speaking on women’s issues, the thought
process can permeate into his studies and inform
his opinions on topics he presents to students.
Timothy Carney delivered the lecture “Alienated
America: Why Some Places Thrive While Others
Collapse” and is a senior fellow at the American
Enterprise Institute. Carney echoes Case’s
opinions in an official article from the Washington
Examiner, describing how children raised without
a father are more likely “to be involved with
crime.” However, Carney did not address how
the lack of a mother affected children. Carney
emphasized the imperative nature of a father, but
he diminishes the value of mothers in the process.
This rhetoric is not a controversial political
opinion, but rather, discriminatory. There is a
distinct difference that needs to be addressed.
The College must consider why students would

not want to attend lectures with speakers who
openly demean their value to society and academia.
If the goal of the Humanities Forum is for students
to “explore diverse perspectives,” consistently
having speakers with exclusionary social values
neglects to expose students to several outlooks.
Therefore, a student committee on potential College
enrichment lecturers would aid the Humanities Forum in
its mission. Current policies neglect to ensure that speakers
will not be disrespectful towards students. If one does not
feel welcome in the Humanities Forum environment, one
will not be inclined to attend the events it sponsors. If the
Humanities Forum claims to welcome all members of the
campus community on its website, students along with
faculty should have input into the lecturer selection process.
Students weigh the costs and benefits of attending
supplemental lectures. If one is unsure of interest in a
particular lecture, a mundane Google search could be
the deciding factor. If derogatory content exists, overall
student attendance will decrease. If the Humanities
Forum wants to increase engagement, figures with
exclusionary perspectives should not be invited to campus.
A student committee would also help bring speakers to
discuss topics relevant to student interests. If the lectures
are supplementary to coursework, students should have
controlovertheperspectivesandissuesdebatedattheevents.
With a new outlook on potential speakers, students
can revive interest in the Humanities Forum series.
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Hypocrisy of the Mission Statement
Providence College Needs to Do Better

by Taylor Rogers ‘24
Guest Opinion Writer

CAMPUS
Providence College’s Mission Statement focuses
on the history, faith and reason, academic excellence,
community and diversity, and veritas and providence.
The college aims to focus on this academic excellence
“in pursuit of the truth, growth in virtue, and
service of God and neighbor,” promising to extend
their “loving embrace to all” and to promote
the freedom and equality of each person. Their
mission statement explicitly states that Providence
College promotes the “human flourishing of each
member of the campus community,” hoping to
uplift every single member of the Providence
College family, ranging from the UG2 workers
who diligently clean the school to the students that
wander this campus, determined to gain a college
degree in the fields in which they are passionate.
This promise is one that is not often met, as
students and faculty of color have frequently
reported racially motivated hate crimes and acts
of discrimination committed against them. These
students and faculty have often reported said
crimes, only for them to be swept under the rug or
ignored by Providence College. On April 26, Public
Safety Lieutenant John Dunbar, the campus’ Crime
Prevention and Campus Relations Officer, delivered
a powerful speech citing multiple incidents during
his time at the College where he has reported
incidents of racial profiling only to get ignored.
Lieutenant Dunbar has worked as a member of the

Public Safety staff for 32 years, diligently serving
the PC community with his signature smile present
despite the constant, racial attacks on his person.
Lt. Dunbar has decided to speak out due to the
announcement of the College’s new public safety
chief, Chad Carnegie, who is also Black. Lt. Dunbar
feels this chief will also suffer from the ongoing
discriminatory behavior and actions committed
against him by members of the Public Safety Office
and students on this campus, which have increased
as the lieutenant has climbed in rank in Providence’s
Public Safety Office. The discrimination Lt. Dunbar
has faced on this campus is horrendous, just like the
consistent sweeping under the rug of said events. His
own coworkers have harassed, ignored, and rejected
the multiple discriminatory acts committed against
Lt. Dunbar. Hearing of the Lieutenant’s stories of
harassment and racial discrimination as a Black
student at Providence College is heartbreaking, as
the school promises to promote racial equity yet
fails to do so with not just students, but the staff
and prominent figures in the PC community as well.
When a student of color at PC expresses their
discontent, their concerns are often dismissed in the
same way Lt. Dunbar’s have been. Often, College
claims they will “investigate” the incident, but never
actually follow through with said investigation to
give these students the justice and a feeling of safety
on this campus they deserve. Students of color on
the PC campus are often the victims of various
hate crimes due to something they cannot control,
ostracized, and then classified as “different” despite
having the same qualifications and rights to attend
Providence College as white students on this campus.
This past November, students wrote racial slurs on

people’s cars in a student parking lot, a place where
a student should be able to park their car without
worrying someone is going to commit a hate crime
against them there. Faculty have also reported
feelings of racial profiling, Dr. Anthony Rodriguez,
an associate professor in the Elementary and
Special Education Department, also cited incidents
in which he has reported acts of discrimination
committed against him and students, only for his
claims to be ignored. This harsh discrimination
and profiling should not be happening in the
year 2022, especially at an institution that claims
to have a strong diversity and inclusion policy
that is explicitly stated in its mission statement.
As a Catholic institution, PC is meant to promote
equality, inclusion, diversity, and the thriving of the
community in which the College immerses itself.
Students and faculty choose to study and work
at PC in search of an accepting community, one
that will help each individual reach their personal
goals and accomplish great successes. However,
students are unable to feel accepted in a community
that constantly discriminates against people who
look the way they do. Diversity should not be
something solely reserved for a few “inclusive”
photos for admissions brochures and then ignored
when members of the community who fit this
diversity quota are victims of hate crimes, racially
profiled, and shunned from the “loving embrace”
PC promises to give all students. When a member
of the Friar Family is treated the way Lt. Dunbar
has recently been, it is incredibly heartbreaking,
and a student cannot help but wonder when the
school will listen to the veritas of minority voices on
campus for which the College advocates in its motto.
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In Condemning Others, We Condemn Ourselves
What History Can Teach Us About Rushing to Judgment
by David Salzillo Jr. ’24
Contributing Opinion Writer

OP-ED
I used to give tours every Saturday at the Stephen
Hopkins House. The museum celebrates the life of
Benjamin Franklin and one of two Rhode Islanders
to sign the Declaration of Independence. On most
Saturdays, I took a shift outside, too, to greet
curious onlookers, hand out brochures, and maybe
convince somebody to stop in. One day, I saw a
man walking by and delivered my usual sales pitch.
“Come to the Stephen Hopkins House!
Oldest surviving house in Providence. Hopkins
was one of the signers of the Declaration.
George
Washington
slept
here
twice!”
He
turned
to
me.
Then
he
said,
“Did
Hopkins
own
slaves?”
Hopkins owned five. On a tour, I would have told
the man their names: St. Iago, Feba, Bonner Jr., Adam,
and Primus. I would have discussed their daily lives,
what they did after being freed, where St. Iago and
Feba originally came from. And I would have laid
out Hopkins’ complicated relationship with slavery.
I could have mentioned his role in getting the RI
General Assembly to pass the earliest examples of
antislavery legislation in the country, or his decision
to free St. Iago in 1774 because it was against God’s
will “to hold [His] rational creatures in bondage.”
Or his family’s connections to the slave trade and his
refusal to free the rest of his slaves until after his death,
even amid pressure from fellow Quakers throughout.
Yet
given
the
circumstances,
all
I could muster was a simple “Yes.”
At that, the man’s nostrils flared up. “Then burn
the f***ing place down!” He shouted, storming off.
Looking back, I may have responded that burning
down the house meant burning Bonner Jr.‘s crib and
Feba’s bed with it; the house was a testimony to their
lives also. However, the man’s reaction was—and is—a
symptom of something bigger. His hostility arose out
of a certain attitude towards history, one that takes
less obvious and extreme forms across the country.
That does not make it any less flawed. Instead, it
reveals this attitude for what it is: a way of shutting
down frank discussions about our past and present.
Why? Because to see history in black-and-white
is to miss the point. Consider the Founding Fathers.

Were they shameless hypocrites, engaging in mere
theatrics? Was their talk of liberty and freedom a
cover for pure self-interest? And did they really give
a damn about the freedom of others, so long as they
themselves weren’t under the whip? Sure, these
questions are as old as the Founders themselves;
English writer Samuel Johnson famously asked,
“How is it that we hear the largest yelps of liberty
from the drivers of negroes?” But what the Founding
Fathers did was not mere theatrics. They took on the
greatest naval power of the time, knowing full well
that losing likely meant being hanged for treason—
give me liberty or give me death indeed. The tale
of such a courageous stand and such a remarkable
victory dealt colonialism and imperialism their first
major blow, inspiring peoples across the globe to
shake the dust of the oppressors off their feet. Their
bold vision of a new nation without aristocrats
was certainly not the selfish fantasy of rich white
landowners. Rather, it was the rallying cry that
Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, and countless
others took up, the call to extend the promise
of freedom to the oppressed. Can we call that
hypocrisy? No. The stakes were too high, the victory
too great to compare them to the performative
activists of today. Their war was no empty show.
Still, what explains the Three-Fifths Compromise?
The Fugitive Slave Act of 1793? The continuing
of slavery for another 89 years in America?
Unfortunately, human nature. Too often, we
think ourselves immune from the faults of people
hundreds and thousands of years ago. Somehow,
we think, we are above it all. Aren’t we so much
better, haven’t we made so much more “Progress”?
It is a comforting lie. The myth of “Progress” has
given birth to all the worst of the 19th and 20th
centuries. Imperialism and racism had (and have)
no better ally. Do we forget that Europe justified its
murder of America’s native peoples by calling them
bloodthirsty cannibals, “savages” undeserving of
being treated as human beings? Do not mistake it:
“surely, we are better than they” is the justification
for the worst types of hypocrisy. If we forget that
now, be sure we will remember later. Truly denial
is the most dangerous form of revisionist history.
Ignoring our past does not make it go away,
nor does passing judgment on it pardon us.
To understand why, let us look again at the
Founding Fathers. Why did they delay on the

question of slavery? Why didn’t they spare more
Black men, women, and children from the beatings,
the scars of the whip, the rapists, and the many other
unspeakable emotional traumas? Well, the story of why
makes a mockery of historical denialism. That is because
it is our story too. You see, the Founders agreed with us
that a nation established on the rights to life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness allowed no room for slavery.
Yet they made a terrible mistake. They fell into what
historian Joseph Ellis called “the myth of inevitability.”
They thought slavery could be wished away. Although
they devised plans to abolish it, they did not act
quickly enough to break America free of its original
sin. Then, they—with the rest of America—became
forever entangled in slavery, its formidable presence in
their daily lives weakening their desire to get rid of it.
Do we think of ourselves differently? If we do, we
must remember that child labor produces our phones,
our clothes, and many of the other conveniences
we take for granted. Have any of us given these up
to take a principled stand against child labor, like
we would if they were American children? No, the
gap between practice and principle is not a thing of
the past. It is a reality we must grapple with every
second of our lives. That does not mean we give into
it; this reality is a call to action, a call to look carefully
at ourselves, a call to find out our own sins and the
sins of our time and change our world for the better.
If we fall short—and we will—at least we
continue the work of our Founding Fathers.
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The Stephen Hopkins House in Rhode Island has been the subject of
controversy, as the former owner owned slaves.

Ignorant Billionaires Censor Science

by Ashley Seldon ‘24
Opinion Writer

The World Will End in Three Years

POLITICS
Early in April, concerned headlines
reported the worldwide protests of
scientists to raise awareness about
the climate crisis. In the United
States, four scientists in Los Angeles
chained themselves to a JP Morgan
building to protest the bank’s
significant investments in fossil fuel
projects. The frustration from the
scientists comes at the release of
the IPCC yearly report that said the
window to end irreversible climate
damage is closing rapidly. Once
the planet’s overall temperature
raises 1.5 degrees Celsius, there is
little that people can do to handle
the consequences. When scientists
heard about the continuation of
investing in fossil fuels, it felt like
a slap in the face; they have been
trying to warn people for decades of
the environmental horrors to come.
Out of their frustration, they began
the movement #ScientistRebellion
with demonstrations in Madrid,
Berlin, and other cities. The Sierra
Club reports, “According to the
group, more than 1,000 scientists
in 26 countries took part. Dozens
were arrested.” It is scary that
governments are already looking to
censor scientists from spreading facts

and data they have researched for a
living. If people wonder why they
haven’t heard about this, it does
not come as a surprise. None of the
major news stations like CNN, The
Washington Post, or the New York
Times covered the story, as the result
of continual scientific censorship.
This story is even more concerning
because it aligns perfectly with a
recent Netflix movie titled Don’t
Look Up, starring Jennifer Lawrence
and Leonardo DiCaprio. The movie
was created as a satire to poke fun
at how America’s highly partisan
government handled the COVID-19
pandemic; however, the actual film
is about the dangers of a climate
catastrophe where a meteorite is
hurtling towards Earth. Throughout
the movie, Lawrence and DiCaprio
play scientists trying to push a joke
of a government into action while
facing the barriers of unresponsive
media outlets and self-centered
billionaires. They are consistently
censored by the U.S. government,
which tries to prevent fear from
spreading when everyone should
be scared out of their minds. A
movie intended to be a comedy is
slowly becoming the world’s reality
as the media constantly puts news
about the environment on the back
burner, most likely because it makes
people feel uncomfortable. However,
government responses would be a

lot stronger if everyone united and
took an interest in the planet’s future.
Something that seemed like it would
only impact future generations is
looking like the world will begin
to feel the drastic implications of
global warming in three years. As the
Netflix movie showed, it is very hard
for regular people to agree with each
other about anything with all of the
conspiracy theories, misinformation,
and distractions from social media. In
fact, if it came out tomorrow that the
world only had three years remaining,
the result would be a surge of memes
on Twitter poking fun at the matter.
A big story in the news has been
billionaire Elon Musk’s deal to
purchase Twitter for $44 billion.
While anything that Musk does
makes headlines because he is a
controversial and funny figure, it
raises further awareness of how this
sum of money could be better spent.
One tweet from Stephen Semler
penned, “The amount Elon Musk
just paid for Twitter ($44 billion) is
nearly equal to Biden’s proposed
climate budget ($44.9 billion), in case
anyone’s wondering how seriously
we’re taking the climate crisis.” To
put it into perspective, Musk boasts
a whopping $264.6 billion-dollar
net worth showing that this new
business venture hardly puts a dent
in his pockets and will probably
make him more money. However,

instead of doing something meaningful
that could benefit the entire world and
push people to take global warming
seriously, Musk decided to invest in
social media. After the deal, he tweeted
a joke that he may purchase Coca-Cola
so they can start putting cocaine back
in the drink. The way he speaks shows
the distance he is financially and
emotionally separated from people
with his billionaire status. While it is
all one big joke, putting pressure on
billionaires to help contribute to this
issue would alleviate the burden on
governments. As cynical as it sounds,
the money would die with billionaires
if the planet were to explode—so
why not use what they can to help?
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Letters to the Editor and Op-Eds
PC for Life Isn’t What You Think
Opening Space for the Abortion Conversation
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Abortion is an incredibly difficult topic
to talk about. It’s emotionally, ethically, and
philosophically complicated, and PC for Life
strives to open up dialogue so students with
different ideas can actually engage in thoughtful
and honest discussion. If you just look around
society, it isn’t hard to notice that people can be
really bad at talking to people from “the other
side,” and we want to fix that on our campus.
Yes, PC for Life is a pro-life organization, but we
respect and want to understand all perspectives
about abortion. Sometimes, pro-life people
come across (though for some this is true) as if
we believe pro-choice people are dumb or our
enemies; that is absurd. PC for Life does not
think that. Pro-choice people make a lot of smart
arguments that we like hearing more about so
we can better understand and work together. We
want to give all of PC’s students opportunities
to talk respectfully and productively about the
issue of abortion while advocating for nonviolent solutions to the serious problems that
those in an unplanned pregnancy may face. We
work to fight against the violence of abortion in
every aspect of our lives, but we have made a
commitment to being respectful, peaceful, and
nonviolent towards organizations or people who
support abortion, even when facing aggressive

or hostile treatment in return. PC for Life
aims to have peaceful and productive
dialogue with students, regardless of
their current beliefs about abortion.
Our goal for the 2022-2023 year will not be
to force opinions on others, but to share why
we are pro-life, and to fully understand what
others believe and where they are coming
from on the difficult topic of abortion. We
are pro-life because we believe abortion is a
conflict of rights issue between the woman’s
right to bodily autonomy and the fetus’
right to life—both of which are extremely
important. We have been unable to find
a consistent explanation of what gives
someone the right to life that excludes fetuses
but includes every category of born persons
(who also deserve the right to life). Also, we
have been unable to find a consistent reason
to allow the right to bodily autonomy that
gives anyone the right to kill another person
in the case of pregnancy, but not in other
cases like conjoined twins. For these reasons,
we believe that in this particular conflict
of rights, the fetus’s right to life outweighs
the woman’s right to bodily autonomy. We
understand that abortion is a very complex
issue, and one which has touched the lives of
many of our classmates, so we would love to
learn more about your beliefs and experiences

with it. In the 2022-2023 academic year, PC
for Life aims to do more outreach so we can
learn more about each other. We can all agree
that our society needs more dialogue among
friends and less debate among strangers on
the internet if we are ever going to solve
any controversial issues. PC for Life is
here to open that dialogue on our campus.
Avery Schaub ‘25
2022-23 President of PC for Life

The Cowl welcomes guest opinions
and letters to the editor from
members of the Providence

College community and outside
contributors. All submissions

must include the writer’s name,

signature, a phone number, and

an email address where they can
be reached.

Changing Tides for Women’s Rights
Thoughts on SCOTUS Overturning Roe v. Wade
by Maggie Hanson ’25
Guest Opinion Writer

POLITICS
I love my country. Both of my
grandfathers were in the United
States military, Fourth of July is my
favorite holiday, and I believe this
country is beautiful. I have always
been proud to be an American.
That was until this week.
On Monday, May 2, the U.S.
Supreme Court labeled me as a
second-class citizen, supposedly
from the confirmed leak from
Justice Alito’s draft opinion
to
overturn
Roe
v.
Wade.
As a woman, my bodily autonomy
is being challenged by the
possible Supreme Court decision.
Instead, five unelected officials
will choose to outlaw abortion.
Five people made a choice for
166.6 million women, according

to the most recent U.S. Census.
In May 2021, Pew Research
Center’s Hannah Hartig reported
that 59 percent of Americans
believed “abortion should be
legal in all or most cases.” That is,
almost six out of 10 Americans are
against overturning Roe v. Wade.
So, why did five people get to?
As Americans, we are aware that
the justice system fails us. However,
to marginalize the majority of
your population and strip away a
right to make a choice about their
own body is especially damaging.
Not to mention, this ruling
would not stop abortions but
merely safe abortions. According to
the Guttmacher Institute, abortion
occurs in 34 out of 1,000 women in
countries with the least restrictive
abortion laws, and 37 out of 1,000
women in countries with the most
restrictive abortion laws. Legalized
abortions allow for regulated

healthcare and better assurance
that the woman is unharmed. If
one is truly pro-life, wouldn’t they
want that to protect the citizens of
their country? One would think.
In 1965, unsafe and illegal
abortions accounted for 17 percent
of reported pregnancy-related
deaths, according to Rachel
Gold and Megan Donovan from
Scientific America. They explain
how there may have been more
than the 200 deaths because some
may have not been accounted
under the illegal abortion as the
cause. In addition, low-income
women were more likely to be
sent to the hospital than affluent
women. Illegalizing abortion
would become another way the
country divides itself. Depending
on your zip code and income,
an unwanted pregnancy could
mean vastly different things. A
woman’s economic status could

be the deciding factor of safe
abortion or unsafe abortion.
Again, it is 2022; why are we
still discriminating and “playing
God” by choosing who gets the
right to their body based on
whether they can afford it or not?
My aunt tried to comfort me
by telling me I should not worry
because I am in a blue state, New
Jersey. But how am I supposed
to ignore the millions of other
women losing their rights?
I know this is a highlypoliticized decision and a note
from a 19-year-old girl is not
going to change everyone’s mind.
However if the decision is final
and Roe v. Wade is overturned
by SCOTUS, I would call
everyone to action. Lobby your
state representatives in Congress
regarding
a
constitutional
amendment to make abortion legal
and protect all women’s rights.

A Response to “The Pursuit of the Half Truth”
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
This Letter to the Editor was written in
response to the Apr. 21, 2022 Article “The
Pursuit of the Half Truth” by Sydney Gayton
’23. In that article, she recalled the invitation
of Dr. Spencer Klavan to a Humanities Forum
last school year. Dr. James Keating is a
Theology Professor and Humanities Program
member.
Anyone who paid the least bit of attention
during the first semester of DWC knows that
the Greeks put high value on being a good
host as well as a good guest. Paris’s massive
failure in the latter regard gave us the long
and bloody Trojan War. While reading through

the most recent issue of The Cowl I was
dismayed to see a guest of mine casually
slandered. The law of xenia requires me
to come to Dr. Spencer Klavan’s defense.
I decided to invite him after hearing this
Oxford trained classicist speak on The
Iliad. He’s young, smart, and possesses an
appealing way of speaking. Unfortunately,
some students tried to stop his talk on
the shaky basis that some of his tweets
could be construed as intolerant. Even
some faculty joined in. I feel no need to
defend Klavan against such tendentious
charges, especially since no real evidence
was provided in support of them. It is true
that Dr. Klavan is gay, conservative, and

a devout Christian. Perhaps this slightly
unusual combination spurred the desire to
cancel him. I don’t know. Happily, the talk
went off without a hitch; he was just as good
as I had hoped. At this point, my sole desire is
to fulfill my duty as host to a good guest and
object to your paper ’s mistreatment of him.
James F. Keating, PhD
Humanities Program
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its way into my high school graduation speech and my way of life: “It
doesn’t matter if you’re diverse if
you’re not inclusive.”
While I would not consider my
high school self an activist, I have
always cared very much about my
fellow human beings. It makes sense
then that I would be looking primarily at Catholic colleges for my undergraduate education.
What many who know me and
who are involved in social justice
work at the College may ask is: Why
PC? It is not untruthful to say that
we are not an exemplary example
of inclusivity. So did Fr. Shanley lie
when he emphasized the need for
inclusivity over diversity, suggesting
that despite PC’s unimpressive diversity, it is an inclusive campus? I don’t
think so. He may have believed that
it is, or he may have just been telling
parents what they wanted to hear,
but I do know that while the College
may not be inclusive, it tries to be. It
just does not always succeed.
If I have learned anything during
my time at the College, it is that some

Why Some Students Struggle
More Than Others
by Linnette Peralta ’22 and Nurys Morillo ’22
Contributing Opinion Writers
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things you may think you know,
some you may never know, and more
still which you wish you did not
know. In these instances, I have come
face-to-face with my hubris, my curiosity, and my ignorance, respectively.
I may never know why I decided to
consider PC as an option, and I may
curse the very day that I did, but I
do owe this institution a great deal.
Thinking about how much I have
grown since freshman orientation, I
could not have imagined being where
I am right now: in charge of the entire
student newspaper (though not for
much longer), preparing to say goodbye to an incredibly loving (and surprisingly large) group of people, and
waiting for a documentary featuring
an interview with me to be released
(any day now!).
As I worked to improve the College during my time as a student,
I had the unintended consequence
of improving myself. In addition to
becoming a better debater and critical
thinker, I would like to believe that I
am a better person now than I was in
Aug. 2018.

Over the past few decades, a college degree has
become even more important for securing well-paid
jobs with benefits in the labor market. And yet, lowincome first-generation students are less likely to go
to four-year colleges and are more likely to drop out
of college than any other group of students. In the
2018 Strada–Gallup Alumni Survey, it was found that
15 percent of first-gen graduates reported having zero
influential relationships with a faculty or staff in their
school and about 90 percent of students who are lowincome and first-gen students do not graduate within
six years. Given these statistics, we are left with the
question: why are low-income students, especially firstgeneration ones, struggling more than other students?
Drawing on a series of eight in-depth
interviews with students of color from lowincome neighborhoods in the Boston area, we learn
about financial struggles and family stressors. We
deliberately collected qualitative data as it is uniquely
positioned to help us understand the mechanisms
behind these college-going and drop-statistics. In
our interviews, we asked about their experiences
with graduating high school, going to college, and
staying in college. While six of our respondents
did go to college, two of them did not go at all for
a while and one individual dropped out. All of our
respondents discussed financial pressures and mental
health stressors, even those who remained in college.
For example, one interviewee, a 21-year-old
female from the neighborhood of Roxbury whose
pseudonym is Kia, mentions that she had to drop
out of a four-year public college due to not being
able to afford school and because of her mental
health. She struggled to balance work and school
since her financial gap was too big for her family to
finance. She continuously struggled in her classes
due to her need to work full time and the lack of a
support system to help her get through college.
Another example is Beth who is also a 21-year-old
woman from Roxbury who currently is attending a
four-year public college. She mentioned how she is
struggling with balancing work and school. She often
submits work late and has to bring her computer to
work in order to catch up with school. This semester
she decided to go fully online so that she can
continue working full time and cover her finances as
her family does not have the income to support her.
Reflecting gendered national trends, women in

our study were more likely to go and stay in college.
The narratives from our interviews suggest, however,
that women are more likely to do so because they are
focused on the long-term opportunities that come with
a college degree. Meanwhile, men feel the immediate
pressure to financially support their families. In other
words, men may desire to go to college, but they
prioritize the financial obligations with which they feel
pressure from their families. One example of a male in
our study who desired to go to college but prioritized
financial obligations is Rakar, a 23-year-old Black
man who lives in Dorchester. After graduating high
school, he decided to take two years off from school
because he wanted to financially provide for his family.
We argue for a few policies as we move forward in
supporting low-income students who do go to college.
First, it is important for teachers and institutions to
realize that many low-income students of color do not
fail classes or drop out because they want to, but rather
because of their realities outside of school. One of the
biggest barriers is work schedules–work they depend
upon to pay for college. Thus, our first recommendation
is that college professors better understand the reality
of low-income students in college. For example, a
22-year-old Black male from the Dorchester area
named DJ mentioned that he had a professor who
was willing to work around his busy work schedule.
The professor did not just work with him outside of
class, but also gave him work ahead of time so that
he could do it during a time that best worked for
him. He was able to finish the class with good grades
and still have that flexibility of working full time in
order to financially provide for himself and his family.
If more teachers would be willing to not assume
the worst from their students and to work with
students and be more understanding about
students’ situations outside of school, then more
students would be able to succeed just like DJ.
Secondly, we believe that colleges, starting with
PC, must hire more faculty of color. According to
CollegeFactual.com, at PC 91 percent of faculty are white.
Faculty of color are more likely to serve as empathetic
ears and mentors for first-generation college students.
But often, at schools, there is a large emphasis on having
more first-generation students of color in the school than
on hiring faculty of color in pursuit of diversity goals.
Lastly, we believe that institutions must provide
more mental health resources, specific to lowincome students of color so that students have other
resources outside of their homes. These resources
can provide students access to mentors based on
students’ needs, financial resources, and mental health.
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Thank you for another
great year at The Cowl!
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The Riddler’s Rotunda

What do you call a goat that plays the piano and sings?
If a band is playing during a thunderstorm, which member is most likely to
be struck by lightning?
What can you not find in a church operated by skeletons?
Why did the musician lay his head on the piano?
What type of band cannot play music?
What computer sings best of all?
Created with the combined brain power of The Puzzler ’23, The Riddler ’23, and the Brain Blaster ’23.
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LEFT: Musical artist Quinn XCII is pictured performing on Saturday, April 30. Providence College Board of Programmers hosted the Spring
Concert with the musical guest in the Peterson
Center.
BELOW LEFT: Ava Dobski ’25 and Paloma
Dobski ’25 performed at “Stuartstock” on Slavin
Lawn on Friday, April 29. WDOM hosted this
music festival for students to enjoy live music,
food trucks, and hang out with friends.
BELOW RIGHT: Members of the PC Dance Club
performed at the Spring Semester Show on Monday, May 2 in the Angell Blackfriars Theatre.
BOTTOM: Ed Cooley poses with students in the
WDOM office. Coach Cooley was a guest star on
the “Happy Hour” podcast on Friday, April 30.
RYAN TWOMEY ’23/ THE COWL

JACK DOWNEY ’23/ THE COWL

LILLIE HUNTER ’22/ THE COWL

RYAN TWOMEY ’23/ THE COWL

Photos compiled by Isabella Baffoni ’23, Photography Editor
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What was the most memorable moment
from this year?

“Spring Break in Florida with PC friends.”
Breelyn Gilbert ’24

“Being part of the energy and crowd at the Dunk.”
Malena Aylwin ’22

“Storming the court at the Dunk.”
Ashely Barron ’23 and Andrew Spinella ’23

“Traveling with the Pep Band for March Madness.”
Austin Whitaker ’24

“Being in the student section at the Dunk.”
Abbie Wiinikainen ’22

“Storming the court with Friars Fanatics.”
Dana Dragotta ’24

“Hearing my song at the Dunk.”
- Taylor Swift

PHOTO COURTESY of Youtube
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Look How Far We’ve Come, Providence College
Quinn XCII Performs at PC’s 2022 Spring Concert
been able to experience before from this angle.”
Quinn XCII got his start on SoundCloud and

by Grace Whitman ’22
A&E Staff
ON-CAMPUS ENTERTAINMENT
Two years ago, the Providence College student
body was excited to return to campus after
spring break to see Two Friends and Matoma
perform at Spring Concert 2020, but the world
had other plans. Yet throughout the COVID-19
pandemic, the Friar community showed
resilience and perseverance, making it possible
for Spring Concert to return to campus for the
first time in three years last Saturday, April 30.
This year ’s concert took place in Peterson
Recreation Center and was headlined by Quinn
XCII and featured opener DJ Clockwork. It was
the most-attended Spring Concert in PC’s history,
a testament to how the campus community is
truly soaking in every in-person moment of this
school year. As Quinn XCII sings, “This is All
We’ve Ever Wanted, Look How Far We’ve Come.”
BOP’s Entertainment committee, chaired by Gracie
Higgins ’22, has been working tirelessly all year to
make Spring Concert happen after receiving some
pushback from the administration related to safety
concerns. Higgins said of the concert, “It’s absolutely
incredible, as it’s the first Spring Concert that anyone
on the Board has worked because of COVID-19.
It has been incredible to watch it come into place
behind the scenes, something that none of us had

PHOTO COURTESY OF RYAN TWOMEY ‘23

Quinn XCII takes the stage at PC’s 2022 Spring Concert.

achieved more mainstream success with his
songs like “Love Me Less” with MAX, “Stacy,”
and “Stay Next to Me” featuring Chelsea
Cutler, who performed at PC in January 2019.
When asked why the board selected Quinn
XCII for Spring Concert, Higgins said, “We chose
him because he is a fun up-and-coming artist, and
one that a variety of students will enjoy regardless
of their music taste. He also embodies a lot of
Providence College’s values such as loving one
another, enjoying yourself, and having a good time.”
The doors to Peterson opened at 7 p.m., and
students filed in over the course of the next two hours
until Quinn XCII hit the stage. He played for over
an hour, performing some of his most well–known
songs and repping a number 22 PC Hockey jersey.
During his set, he mentioned that he has a strong
connection to Rhode Island: he wrote his newest
album, Change of Scenery II, in Newport last year.
PC’s campus has not had a “normal” spring
semester since 2019, so with this year ’s seniors
graduating, Spring Concert and other secondsemester campus traditions stood to be forgotten if
they did not take place this year. As Higgins pointed
out, “Spring Concert was on the verge of being lost
entirely as a tradition for PC. As a senior this year and
not having one since I was a freshman, if there wasn’t
one this year, it might have been lost as a tradition.”
It is all about the scenery along the route,
so to the Class of 2022 and the rest of the
student body, enjoy the last few weeks of the
year—and enjoy another day in paradise.

The Day The Music Came To Life
Stuartstock ’22 Showcases PC’s Best Music

by Jack Downey ’23
A&E Co-Editor

ON-CAMPUS ENTERTAINMENT
On April 29, music could be heard
echoing throughout Providence
College’s campus. The reason?
WDOM’s annual festival, Stuartstock.
Last year, Stuartstock was a bright spot
during a gloomy COVID-19 pandemic
year. This year’s festival built on that
momentum, featuring a positively
electric bill with music of all genres.
Kicking off the event was Diego
Avila ’22, performing under the stage
name A-Fue. A week ago, A-Fue
released his newest album, Beast Mode,
on all streaming services. Armed with
this new material, he took the stage
and blew the audience away with his
tight flow and emboldened attitude.
Even the most diehard rock fans at the
show were getting into A-Fue’s music,
proving his crossover appeal. Notably,
A-Fue delivered verses in Spanish and
ended his set with an unreleased track.
Up next was WDOM’s webmaster,
Alex Sateriale ’24. Armed with only an
acoustic guitar and his voice, Sateriale
sang and crooned his way through
songs ranging from Foo Fighters’
“Everlong” and Passenger’s “Let Her
Go” to Mike Posner ’s “I Took a Pill
in Ibiza.” The biggest hit of Sateriale’s
set was his final song, a cover of 5
Seconds of Summer’s “Youngblood.”
Following Sateriale was twin sibling
duo Ava and Paloma Dobski ’25, with
the former on guitar and backing
vocals while the latter sang lead. The
sisters performed an eclectic mix of
covers, including “Closer to Fine”
by the Indigo Sisters and “Killing Me
Softly” by The Fugees. Their harmonies
elevated these to new heights and

captivated the audience. Similarly to
Sateriale, the pair’s final song, “Hey Ya”
by OutKast, was their biggest crowdpleaser. At first, they sang slowly,
but picked up the tempo towards the
first chorus. At the conclusion of the
performance, the Dobskis’ announced
that they had disbanded. Truly a tragedy.
Ben Guisto ’24 was next to take the
stage. Guisto’s set was notable for its
multitude of instruments and guests.
He started off with a cover of Elton
John’s “Bennie and the Jets,” which
involved him playing a keyboard in
classic Elton John fashion. Next, Guisto
invited Nick Grilli ’24 to the stage to
sing “In The Blood” by John Mayer
and Ried Kieper ’24 to the stage to play
electric guitar on Cage The Elephant’s
“Ain’t No Rest For The Wicked.”
At the end of his set, he performed
an original song called “Madeline,”
which left the audience wanting to
hear more of his original material.
After Guisto came DJ Houseparty, aka
WDOM station technician Kieran Kraus
’23. He put together a catchy and wellconnected set of songs that immediately
had people dancing. What’s even
more impressive is that Kraus also
DJ’d 22 Nights later that day, proving
his dedication to his work. Notably,

Kraus’s set marked a transition point
between the solo/duo acts that kicked
Stuartstock off and the bands that would
take the stage for the rest of the event.
The first of these bands was a brand
new group called The Constellations.
Consisting of Reid Kieper ’24 (vocals,
guitar), Declan Henry ’24 (vocals,
guitar), Griffin May ’24 (bass), and Sean
Smith ’24 (drums), the band charmed the
audience with three originals and two
covers. Much of their set harkened back
to the bright, upbeat sound of 60’s rock
music, especially their cover of “Twist
and Shout.” However, they also had a
modern edge to their sound, as apparent
in their original song “All or Nothing”
and their take on The White Stripes’
“Fell in Love With a Girl.” Overall,
their set was thoroughly enjoyable,
and the PC community awaits their
next appearance with great interest.
Next up were St. Joe and the Dorms,
who made their debut at last year ’s
Stuarstock. With May on vocals and
guitar, yours truly on bass and vocals,
and Cat Mazo ’22 on drums, the trio
powered through classics such as
“Help!” by The Beatles and “Blitzkrieg
Bop” by The Ramones. In typical Dorms
fashion, the set ended with an original,
“Sometimes I Think,” and Chuck Berry’s
rock standard “Johnny B. Goode.”
Their charisma and energy had the
crowd moving and dancing throughout
their entire set, with some people even
starting an impromptu mosh pit. It
was truly a sight and sound to behold.
Freshman Year, another new band,
was next. The group’s core trio was
Mason Wasserman ’25 (guitar), Alonso
Moreno ’25 (vocals, guitar), and Ryan
Peduto ’25 (drums). They were joined
by Wes Stephens ’25 (vocals) and Maisie
PHOTO COURTESY OF @WDOM913 ON INSTAGRAM
Cocker ’25 (vocals). Stephens’ baritone
PC students performing at Stuartstock. helped the band glide through songs

such as Mac Demarco’s “Freaking Out
The Neighborhood” and The Arctic
Monkeys’ “Fluorescent Adolescent.”
Cocker took the lead on “Heart Shaped
Box” by Nirvana and “Where is My
Mind?” by The Pixies, with the latter
song inspiring some joyous movement.
Towards the end of Freshman Year’s
set, Moreno took lead vocals on another
Nirvana song, “Breed.” Overall, the set
was very entertaining, and Freshman
Year are certainly a group to watch.
Next up was The Keegan Turner
Band, which consists of PC students
yours truly (bass) and Colin McNamara
’25 (guitar), as well as the titular
Keegan Turner (vocals, guitar) and
Dennis Chadwick (drums). The band
rocked their way through five original
songs and a cover of The Ronettes “Be
My Baby.” Recently, the band released
their first original single “Prequel
Love,” and the live performance of this
track generated some serious buzz
among the crowd. The highlight of the
group’s set was their performance of
“Take a Chance,” with its singalong
chorus and driving beat getting the
crowd moving and singing along.
Finally, PC’s own Fr. Justin and Fr.
Peter took the stage as The Hillbilly
Thomists to close out the festival. Backed
by a magnificent sunset, the two Friars
performed classics such as Weezer’s
“Island in the Sun” as well as originals
such as “Holy Ghost Power.” The soft
sounds of acoustic guitar and mandolin
swept gently over the campus, making
everyone in the audience feel at ease.
It was the perfect way to end the
event, and everyone left feeling good.
Overall, Stuartstock ’22 was a
sensational event, and it will go down as
one of the greatest musical celebrations
of PC’s 2021-2022 school year.
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Inventing the Real Anna

The Hit Netflix Show and the Fascinating Story Behind It
by Riley Coyne ’24
A&E Staff
TELEVISION
Anna Delvey—or, rather, Anna
Sorokin—conned Wall Street
businessmen, New York socialites,
and billionaires, stealing their hearts
as well as their money. She tricked the
wealthiest of the wealthy into thinking
that she was one of them, when in
reality, she is a cunning scam artist
who aimed to financially manipulate
those around her. Sorokin claimed
she would repay these wealthy men
and women with money from a wellpadded trust fund her father had
created for her. She was able to play
this part of a trust fund baby, using
her unassuming character to her
advantage—until it landed her in jail.
A new Netflix original series,
Inventing Anna, tells this fascinating
story, with Julia Garner portraying
the titular con artist. Notably, though,
viewers must take this small-screen
adaptation with a grain of salt:
as the opening sequence of each
episode clarifies, “this whole story
is completely true. Except for all of
the parts that are totally made up.”
If the intrigue of a true crime story
wasn’t enough to capture audiences’
attention, the fact that the series is
produced by screenwriter Shonda
Rhimes surely ca ptivated them.
Rhimes is best known for her beloved
medical drama Grey’s Anatomy.
By and large, Inventing Anna is
receiving positive reviews. However,
some people have taken issue with

Garner and her portrayal of Sorokin.
Garner is a highly-regarded actress,
with roles in successful projects such as
Ozark, The Americans, The Assistant, and
The Perks of Being a Wallflower. Despite
her impressive credentials, certain
viewers have taken to social media
to express that they think her voice is
“annoying” and “too high-pitched.”
However, the real-life Sorokin is
Russian and pretended to be German,
so even though Garner’s accent may
seem odd, it is in fact a blend of those
two common accents. In a statement
defending Garner from such criticism,
Rhimes told T&C that “Julia [Garner]
spent a lot of time perfecting Anna’s

accent and ultimately, I think it
was one of the biggest pieces in
helping embody this character.”
Wi t h a l l o f t h i s r e c e n t b u z z
surrounding Inventing Anna and
Sorokin, the popular Spotify podcast
Call Her Daddy decided to interview
the real Sorokin. The conversation
took place shortly after Sorokin’s
release from prison via a video
call from the ICE detention center
that she is currently being held in.
Alex Cooper, the host of Call Her
Daddy, emphasized in a statement that
it was difficult to conduct the interview
given that Sorokin is in government
custody and, as such, is only allowed
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a certain amount of time to talk on
the phone. Cooper explained that
“she had to log off and back on
every fifteen minutes,” making the
interview process long and tedious,
but also expressed that she was
determined to interview Sorokin.
At one point in the interview,
Cooper asks Sorokin if she considers
herself to be a con artist. Sorokin’s
response, in short, was “Absolutely
not.” Sorokin also said that she is
aware of the new Netflix series about
her and her escapades but does not
plan on watching it anytime soon.

TV Review: The Girl From Plainville

A Small Screen Adaptation of a Case That Gripped the Nation
by Grace O’Connor ’22
A&E Staff
TELEVISION
Trigger Warning: This article contains mention of suicide.
The Girl from Plainville, starring Elle Fanning,
adapts a case that gripped the nation to the small
screen. The true, tragic story behind the show began
on July 13, 2014, when teenager Conrad Roy passed
away from carbon monoxide poisoning in his truck.
His death was originally ruled a suicide, but then
investigators discovered that there was more to the
story. Roy’s girlfriend, Michelle Carter, was texting
him on the day of his death, and she played a
significant role in his decision to take his own life.
Carter met Roy in 2012 on a family vacation in
Florida. The pair began a texting-based relationship
that lasted for almost two years. As Bazaar explains,
they “bonded over their mental health struggles.
Carter was isolated at school, and suffered from anxiety
and an eating disorder that—during the time period
of her relationship with Roy—necessitated a stay at
a residential clinic. Roy himself had already made
several suicide attempts.” Carter became a constant
in Roy’s life, helping him through his struggles and
finding herself increasingly attached to him as she
shared the details of her own struggles with him.
In a statement made soon after Roy’s tragic death,
Carter claimed that “Conrad did not kill himself
because of bullying like everyone assumes. I know
the real reasons.” The real reasons, it would later
come out, had much to do with Carter, herself.
With the reveal of Carter ’s involvement in
Roy’s passing came new questions about the case.
According to The Guardian, people began to wonder,
“is Michelle a psychopath looking for sympathy?

A delusional narcissist? An unwell teenage girl so
devoid of self-worth that she psychotically overidentifies with a fictional character? Someone deeply
moved by television?” The Guardian’s mention
of television and fictional characters references
Carter ’s obsession with Glee, particularly with
Rachel Berry (Lea Michele) and Finn Hudson’s
(Cory Monteith) relationship. Carter seemed to view
her relationship with Roy in terms of the fictional
romance, which sees Monteith’s character die.
The first three episodes of The Girl from Plainville
focus on the aftermath of Roy’s death and Carter’s
seemingly deep remorse. Viewers quickly learn
the importance of texting in the pair’s relationship
through flashbacks of messages that they sent to
one another. In this way, the show does a great job
of depicting the reality of the couple’s situation.
As The Guardian emphasizes, “The couple, who
only met in person a handful of times, were less
lovers than voices in each other’s heads. The show
captures some of that blurriness, and why adults
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just didn’t get it, by putting the texts in the actors’
mouths. Their digital conversations (pulled, it
seems, from the real texts) play out as fantasy
sequences, one imagining the other in the room with
them, staring ravenously at them, as they type.”
The Girl from Plainville does not shy away from
the ugliness of its story. Later episodes show Carter
pushing Roy to end his life—still through text
messages—feeding on his vulnerability. Additionally,
in episode six, viewers learn how Carter’s loneliness
and lack of true friends exacerbated her eating
disorder and other personal struggles. Although the
show is careful to not turn Carter into a sympathetic
figure, it makes it possible for viewers to empathize
with her, even if only for a few moments.
Overall, despite its heavy plot, The Girl from
Plainville brings awareness to mental health and
the importance of helping others who may be
struggling. The talented cast did an excellent
job of vividly portraying this tragic story.
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Eau de Exclusion in Netflix’s White Hot

Film Exposes Abercrombie & Fitch’s Problematic History
by Caitlin Ariel ’24
A&E Staff
FILM

PHOTO COURTESY OF MOYENS I/O

“A lot of people don’t belong in our clothes, and
they can’t belong. Are we exclusionary? Absolutely.”
This 2006 comment from former Abercrombie &
Fitch CEO Mike Jeffries summarizes Netflix’s latest
exposé, White Hot: The Rise & Fall of Abercrombie
& Fitch, quite nicely. For many 90s kids, Jeffries’
words are hardly shocking, but for 2000s babies
such as Providence College students, this blunt
admission probably comes as a bit of a surprise.
From the prominent cologne smell that seemed
to follow shoppers out of the store to the absurdly
loud clubbing music and posters of shirtless men
on the walls that made moms antsy as their kids
inched towards the entrance, the Abercrombie &
Fitch shopping experience was a collective core
memory for American youth in the late 90s and
early 2000s. A&F clothing was the encapsulation of
being “cool.” Customers were not merely buying

overpriced pants or button-down shirts, but an
image, one that screamed, “look at me, I’m cool!”
But while middle schoolers were focused on
finding the shirt with the biggest A&F-signature
moose logo that they could show off in their school
hallways, older teenagers and adults began to
notice a startling brand trend: nearly all models
and employees were white, blonde, and skinny.
In White Hot, award-winning director Alison
Klayman walks viewers through how Abercrombie
& Fitch’s exclusionary image of the “all-American
teen” led to both its rise and fall before undergoing
a major rebranding in the early 2000s. Klayman
spoke to journalists as well as former A&F retail
staff, corporate employees, and models about their
experiences with the company and how being a part
of an organization rooted in exclusion impacted them.
One particularly eye-opening portion of the film
dove into the store’s “look,” or what was deemed
acceptable for salespeople to wear. Dreadlocks and
chains were strictly prohibited, and when people
of color were employed, they were very rarely
allowed to work the floor, relegated to the stock
room or closing shift. This blatant discrimination
led to a class-action lawsuit against A&F in 2003.
Notably, the documentary also spotlights
the unsettling story of A&F photographer
Bruce Weber. As male models interviewed for
t h e d o c u m e n t a r y e x p l a i n e d , We b e r t o o k a n
inappropriate interest in them, resulting in a
sexual misconduct lawsuit in the early 2000s.
To Abercrombie & Fitch’s young audience,
being cool and popular was worth more than
any pair of skinny jeans. However, the brand’s
exclusionary vision facilitated classism, racism,
homophobia, and fatphobia. This injustice is at the
center of White Hot. However, the documentary
also recognizes that many of the people who were
bluntly excluded from A&F in the early 2000s are

those who are making changes in the fashion
industry today, with many brands, including A&F,
taking steps to be more inclusive. Needless to say,
exclusion in fashion is far from a thing of the past.
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Beasts, Beasts, and More Beasts

Film Review: Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets of Dumbledore
by Abigail Levasseur ’24
A&E Staff

FILM
It’s no secret that Fantastic Beasts:
The Secrets of Dumbledore has been
ranked number one internationally
for three consecutive weekends.
The film is the third installment of
the Fantastic Beasts franchise, with
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find
Them and Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes
of Grindelwald being the first and
second films in the series, respectively.
The Fantastic Beasts trilogy is a
spin-off of the Harry Potter franchise
written by J.K. Rowling herself, so
The Secrets of Dumbledore is sure to
delight Potter fans. In fact, a handful
of Harry Potter characters, such
as Albus Dumbledore, Aberforth
Dumbledore, Ariana Dumbledore,
and Minerva McGonagall, all make
appearances in the new movie. The
film also includes shots of Hogwarts
and The Great Hall, two important
locations in the Potter franchise.
However, The Secrets of Dumbledore
has been in the news for reasons
other than its ties to the beloved
tale of the boy wizard with a
lightning scar: actor Johnny Depp,
who has previously portrayed the
dark wizard Gellert Grindelwald
in the Fantastic Beasts franchise,
did not return for this installment.
Depp has come under scrutiny as of
late for his court case Depp vs News

Group Newspapers, so Warner Bros.
asked him to resign from the production.
He apparently filmed one scene in
London before being pressured to
leave the film, and was reportedly paid
$10-16 million for these unused scenes.
Mads Mikkelson stepped in as Depp’s
replacement. The actor reportedly
decided not to emulate Depp’s
previous performance, believing that
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doing so would be “creative suicide.”
The plot of Fantastic Beasts: Secrets
of Dumbledore centers around one
fantastic beast in particular: the Qilin.
Qilins are bambi-like deers with the
special ability to detect pure hearts
and honorability. The film’s opening
scene sees two of these creatures
meet very different fates: one is
rescued by awkward protagonist

Newt Scamander (Eddie Redmayne),
lover of magical creatures, and the
other falls into Grindelwald’s hands.
The main conflict point in the film
is the 1932 election for the head of
the International Confederation of
Wizards. The candidates include
Vi c e n c i a S a n t o s , L i u Ta o , a n d ,
most importantly, Grindelwald.
Grindelwald aims to use the Qilin
to show he has a pure heart so as to
prove his political worth. However,
since Grindelwald’s heart is corrupted,
the Quilin will only bow to him in
a resurrected form, so Grindelwald
slaughters the creature and then
revives it. Scamander, Dumbledore
(Jude Law), and their friends work to
discredit Grindelwald by revealing
the living Qilin rescued by Newt,
hoping to demonstrate that it will
refuse to bow to the dark wizard.
Those keen on fantastic beasts more
ferocious than the wholesome Qilin
will enjoy another new creature that
the movie introduces: the Giant Crab
Manticore. In one memorable scene,
Scamander and his brother must escape
the Manticore’s snapping tentacles,
acting like crabs to do so in one of
the film’s most comical moments.
Such comic relief is a welcome
break from the movie’s intense plot.
For those interested in watching
Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets of
Dumbledore, it is worth researching
the film on Wikipedia before doing so,
especially for those unfamiliar with the
franchise or the wider Wizarding World.
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Magic and Madness in Marvel’s Multiverse
Film Preview: Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness
by Olivia Riportella ’25
A&E Staff
FILM
After a long six years of waiting for a sequel to 2016’s
Doctor Strange, to Marvel fans’ excitement, Benedict

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE NERDIST

Cumberbatch will finally return to the big screen as
the titular character in a second standalone film.
Brought to life with director Sam Raimi’s imaginative
visuals, Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness will
be the 28th film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe.
Although potential spoilers about the
movie are being kept very carefully under
wraps, some information about it has been
revealed ahead of its May 6 release date.
As is the case with any other MCU movie, there
are many preceding films and plotlines that are
necessary to fully understand the film. In order
to have a full understanding of the movie’s depth
and the stakes of its storyline, it is best to watch
all of the MCU movies. However, for those short
on time, the projects that will likely have the most
direct bearings on Doctor Strange in the Multiverse
of Madness are Doctor Strange (2016), Spider-Man:
No Way Home (2021), Loki (2021), WandaVision
(2021), and the animated short What If... Doctor
Strange Lost His Heart Instead of His Hands? (2021).
No Way Home sees Dr. Strange perform a
forbidden spell to help Peter Parker (Tom Holland)
that spirals out of control and opens the multiverse.
Strange’s actions bring Spider-Men from non-MCU
projects, namely, those played by Toby Maguire
and Andrew Garfield, into the MCU. Similarly,
Loki introduces the idea of multiple timelines
and “variants,” or different versions of the same
character from different timelines. As Doctor Strange
in the Multiverse of Madness’ title suggests, the arrival
of the multiverse and “variants” in the MCU will
lead to unlimited possibilities and overall madness.
Indeed, Doctor Strange is set to go on a thrilling
ride through the multiverse as he tries to fix his
mess from No Way Home with the help of his trusted
friend and fellow sorcerer, Wong (Benedict Wong)
and sorceress Wanda Maximoff (Elizabeth Olsen).
The latter character is the center of WandaVision, in

which she embraces her powers as the Scarlet Witch
and taps into abilities that seem to be far beyond
the domain of any other character that has been
introduced in the MCU so far. The show sees Wanda
toe the line between hero and villain, an interesting
development that makes her return in Doctor Strange
in the Multiverse of Madness all the more exciting.
Notably, one of the new film’s main villains
seems to be a Dr. Strange “variant” from What If...
Doctor Strange Lost His Heart Instead of His Hands?
In this alternate universe, Strange cannot accept
the death of his beloved Christine Palmer (Rachel
McAdams). Despite making infinite attempts
to travel back in time and prevent it, he cannot
prevent her from dying. His refusal to accept
her death drives him into insanity and leads him
to absorb dark powers from interdimensional
beings that make him a dangerous threat.
The endless possibilities that come with opening
the multiverse will undoubtedly lead to numerous
cameos from fan-favorite MCU characters—
and Marvel characters not yet introduced into
the MCU—in Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness. As of right now, it is all but confirmed that
X-Men’s iconic Professor X (Sir Patrick Stewart)
and a live-action version of the animated What
If…?’s Captain Carter (Hayley Atwell) will be
appearing in the film. There is even speculation
that other stars such as Chris Evans, the MCU’s
Steve Rogers, will be making a cameo appearance
as his Fantastic Four character, Johnny Storm.
Tr u l y, a l m o s t a n y o n e f r o m t h e M C U a n d
beyond could arrive in Doctor Strange in the
M u l t i v e r s e o f M a d n e s s . U n d o u b t e d l y, t h e n ,
this new Marvel film will not be one to miss.

The Staying Power of Superpowers
Douglas Wolk’s All of the Marvels

by Madison Palmieri ’22
A&E Co-Editor

LITERATURE
For those uninitiated into the
world of Marvel, it may seem rather
daunting. With over 27,000 comics,
60 films, and 100 television shows—
which feature multiple versions of the
same characters, often in seemingly
contradictory situations—it can be
hard for a prospective reader or
viewer to know where to begin.
In his 2021 book All of the Marvels:
A Journey to the Ends of the Biggest
S t o r y E v e r To l d , D o u g l a s Wo l k
provides a roadmap to the Marvel
universe. As Wolk explains in the
book’s introduction, a lifelong love
of Marvel coupled with a realization
that no one had yet attempted to
trace a larger “Marvel story” that
encapsulated Marvel’s decades of
comics inspired him to read all 27,000plus of these comics in their entirety.
Since no one else had told the “Marvel
story,” he figured , why not him?
All of the Marvels is the result of Wolk’s
efforts. Although the book’s fairly
modest length of 354 pages may seem
insufficient to capture six decades of
storytelling across multiple mediums,
Wolk is deliberately economic and
efficient in his writing to keep readers
engaged. Rather than trying to create a
“Marvel encyclopedia” that catalogues
every single character and plot point

PHOTO COURTESY OF PENGUINRANDOMHOUSE.COM

in the Marvel universe, he offers
sweeping summaries of the world’s
major players and most important
moments, events, and sagas. For
instance, Spider-Man, the X-Men, and
Thor—along with their respective
villains and major storylines—
each have their own chapters.
Each chapter describes these
characters’ inceptions and evolutions.
Each also provides readers with a
handful of titles and plot summaries
of comics featuring said characters
for suggested reading. Cognizant
that much of his audience has likely

not read more than a handful of
Marvel comics and may have even
only previously encountered the
Marvel universe through television
or film, Wolk makes frequent, helpful
references to small- and big-screen
adaptations of the comics’ world.
Interspersed between these chapters
are “interludes” devoted to exploring
the history of Marvel outside of its
comics. For instance, Wolk takes up
the proliferation of monster stories in
20th century popular culture as well
as conflicts such as the Vietnam War
that likewise shaped 20th century

life. Another notable “interlude”
details how the relationships between
Marvel creators Stan Lee, Jack Kirby,
and Steve Ditko evolved over time.
One of the most notable aspects of
All of the Marvels is Wolk’s attention
to how women—although long
sidelined in Marvel comics and screen
adaptations alike—have been central
to the Marvel story from its genesis. He
explains how Marvel’s very first comics
centered not on aliens or mutants, or
even super-powered human beings,
but rather an ordinary group of
young women—mostly 20-something
professionals—going about their
daily lives. Wolk notes that although
these figures have long faded from
prominence, one of them, Linda Carter,
has made an appearance as recently
as 2006 in a Doctor Strange comic.
Wolk ends the book with a discussion
of how Marvel has made a difference
in his life, primarily by bringing him
closer to his son. If there is a larger
point for readers to take away from
All of the Marvels—aside from the sheer
magnitude of the “Marvel story”—it is
this: these stories, in all of their forms,
remain beloved hallmarks of Western
culture not because of their characters’
powers, but rather because of the
power of the stories, themselves. The
Marvel universe helps us make sense of
our lives and bring us closer together,
and this is the staying power of all of
the Marvels and their superpowers.
Rating:
4/5
stars
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by Sarah McLaughlin ’23
Portfolio Co-Editor
FICTION

I see it when I’m on the final
set of stairs leading up to my
building. It’s behind a bush,
obviously intended as a hiding
place, but the bush is thin and
wiry with hardly any leaves,
and there’s a yellow spotlight
on the ground behind it, covered by a bit of mulch which
likely obscured it during the
day. But now it makes its presence known, and it lights up
the skateboard like it’s the lead
actor on a stage. Like it’s meant
to be seen.
It’s plain and wooden and
I guess that’s probably how
skateboards usually are. It has
bright orange wheels with
blackened lines from use. I
imagine they roll smoothly,
soundlessly, especially against
fresh pavement.
That’s my first thought. My
second thought: I could steal it.
I’m not going to, obviously.
But I could. No one is around,
no one would see it. Someone
just left it there. I could touch
it, pick it up, take it into my
building, and as long as its
owner didn’t happen to be in
the elevator, I’d get away scotfree.
The next morning, somebody would probably post
online asking about it. They’d
either be angry and cussing out
whoever stole it or asking politely if anyone could keep an
eye out. I wonder what type of
person they are and how they’d
respond. I wonder if it means a
lot to them, and I wonder why
they left it outside if it’s so important, and I wonder if it can’t
fit in their bedroom in their
apartment because they have
a neat-freak roommate who
doesn’t want something that
touches the dirty pavement
on the carpet, and I wonder
why they wear a yellow beanie
and a striped gray shirt that’s
cuffed on the arm where they
wear a bunch of thin leather
bracelets and have short brown
hair that sticks out of the bottom of their hat in soft spikes,
because I don’t know who they
are and I’m making all of this
up in my head.
I pause for a second on the
sidewalk and stare at it. But I
don’t move any closer. I don’t
touch it.
But I could steal it, and I
considered it, even if I didn’t
really, didn’t seriously, and as I

walk away, that’s all I can think
about. I think about how maybe
if I had stolen it I’d keep it in
my closet because not only do
I not know how to skateboard,
but I couldn’t just go around
using a skateboard I had stolen, because what if it has some
unique marking they’ll recognize, and I’ll get flagged down
on my way to class and maybe
beat up or at least questioned
and then I’d be late. I think
about how maybe I’d happen
to know them without knowing
it or meet them at some point
in the future and then I’d invite
them to hang out in my room
and they’d see it and either
they’d hate me or we’d end up
having a moment of reflection
about absurdity and fate.
Until the elevator startles
me with its ding as it reaches
the fifth floor—when did I get
here?—I don’t think about how
you would never steal a skateboard—I mean, you want to be
a lawyer, for Christ’s sake—except maybe you’d think about
it just like I did, and if you
were having one of those nights
where maybe you didn’t want
to be a lawyer or you just didn’t
know for sure anymore—maybe it was the seven hours of
midterm cramming or maybe
it was the philosophy lecture
or maybe it was the red wine—
maybe you would.
You’d take it and hold it ransom and maybe even post a picture of it on the message board
with a smiley face or a snarky
comment just to see what hap-

pens, and even if the owner was
pissed off, they wouldn’t be
for long because they’d come
get it from you and offer you
alcohol or drugs or even their
yellow beanie and you’d laugh
and they’d fall in love with you,
and they wouldn’t even need
to get it back because suddenly
they’d have you instead; even
if they didn’t, they’d have the
thought of you, and I know
all too well how that thought
makes someone’s head spin
and stomach churn faster than
any orange wheels. Skateboarding seems like a rather solitary
activity. They’d want to walk by
your side, follow you as your
heels click against the concrete,
echoed by the expensive swish
of your dress pants. They’d ask
why you’re not just wearing
sweats like the rest of campus,
but they should know you’ve
got some meeting or another,
or at least you’re using one as
an excuse, when in reality you
just like the rush of power you
feel when you strut into the
classroom and get a once-over
from your classmates. You want
to shrug off a blazer and hang
it on the back of a chair and
take notes in a Moleskine with a
weighted pen, the kind that you
twist, not click or uncap.
Do you know the kinds of
pens I like? The clicky ones. I
like to click and unclick them
subconsciously while I’m reading until my roommate gets
annoyed and tells me to stop.
I like to switch between different colors because I get bored

of them, and I like the ones that
come out thicker, because they
never make that awful scratchy
noise when they run dry.
I told you once. We were
doing homework in the library,
reading by dim lamp light in
December. You wrote something in that grandiose scrawl
of yours; you write like you
don’t care how much space
it takes up. Your pen ran out,
and it scratched against the
paper, and I didn’t just hear it
from across the table but felt
it; it sent a shiver through my
body underneath my sweatshirt. You noticed and snorted
with laughter, thinking it was
from the cold. We got a dirty
look from some poor kid trying to cram for finals. This was
sophomore year: your hair was
bleached blonde, you drank
Coke instead of coffee, and you
were wearing glasses instead
of contacts because your eyes
were irritated from strain. You
thought your glasses made
you look prudish (like your
mother) and I tried to convince
you otherwise, because glasses
make everyone look better. This
was sophomore year: I was taking Latin for some godforsaken
reason, and if I had to conjugate
one more verb I was going to
defenestrate (fenestra, fenestrae,
fenestrae, fenestram, fenestra)
my textbook and then myself.
You laughed at me because you
thought I was cold, when in
reality I was sweating, because
there you were in your glasses,
and the lamp light turned your
skin shades of gold, and when I
realized I was sweating I wondered if you could smell it.
The shiver was from the
scratch of the pen. And when I
told you so, you laughed again,
even harder, and the kid probably gave us another look, but
I don’t remember paying attention. You covered your mouth
and closed your eyes, nearly
doubling over as your shoulders trembled, but then you set
your pen aside with a serene
sort of smile and asked if I had
a spare.
I unlock the door to my
apartment and let it fall shut
behind me.
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The Downfalls of Divination
by Caitlin Bartley ’24
Portfolio Staff
POETRY

Reading tea leaves,
our silly tradition.
Two cups of steaming earl grey,
brewed bitter,
growing cold because of your omission.
I am frozen in time,
entranced by mugs of milky tea,
unaware that the café is closing,
trapped in a space
between fate and reality.
And although we were never proclaimed,
I can still see a future,
one that doesn’t end with my heart maimed,
held together by one
flimsy suture.
I have a thirst for prophecy,
my doubts must be relieved.
You’ll find me here waiting
like a fool,
eager to read your stupid tea leaves.

There She Goes
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by Kate Ward ’23
Portfolio Staff
FICTION

The club was packed with
bodies but Christa didn’t care
much for anyone in the crowd.
She frequented this club and
was here even on its slower
nights just to get a drink or
two. She and the bartender had
gotten quite close over the past
couple of years.
“Ysabel!” Christa called to
the bartender once she fought
her way to the front to be
pressed up against the bar.
The brunette turned her
head and smiled, lifting the
shaker over her shoulder as she
prepared some fancy cocktail.
“Your usual?” Ysabel replied
over the loud bass, her face lit
up by the extreme strobe lights.
Christa nodded and
wormed her way onto the
barstool closest to her. She
took out her phone, scrolling
through various social media
accounts before checking her
texts; as usual, nothing. She
pulled up Tinder, swiping idly.
None of the women in this city
caught her eye. More to the
point, none of them caught her
eye like Ysabel. Christa passed
Ysabel her card while she took
the drink with her other hand.
“What time do you get off
tonight?”
Ysabel swiped her card and
passed it back. “Around three
so.” she looked at her watch.
“three hours.”

“Would you like to come
back to mine when you’re
done?” Christa sipped her
drink, a dirty shirley. Perfectly
made as usual.
Ysabel glanced down at the
glass she was coating with salt.
“Will you be here until three?”
Christa
laughed,
clutching at
her chest.
“Are you
doubting my
ability to
stay
up?
I’m

“Christa, I don’t know, I kind
of want to sleep in my own
bed,” Ysabel sighed, taking a
few more credit cards that had
been slid her way.
Christa frowned.
“But you
sleep in your bed seven out of
seven
days of the week!
Spice it up!”
Ysabel
pinched
the
bridge
of her
nose,
exhaling

hurt!”
Ysabel moved down the
bar to give the frenzied drunks
their drinks. “I’m not doubting,
I’m just asking!”
The drunks down the bar
swept the drinks towards them
like a dragon bringing jewels
closer to his horde. Christa
liked to watch them; they were
like the stingrays you could
feed at the aquarium. Ysabel
returned and started wiping
down the bar. Christa pressed
her, “so are you saying yes?”

slowly.
“Christa, I
have a thing about not getting
involved with customers.”
The words crashed over her
like a ton of bricks, ruining her
buzz. Christa took a long drink,
the ice bumping her nose,
reminding her that she had to
reply at some point. She looked
through the glass at the distorted image of Ysabel and lowered
the glass. “I thought we were
friends…I was wondering if we

could hang out?”
Ysabel laughed coldly,
“there was no way in hell you
thought we were just friends.
I know how you look at me
Christa.”
Christa felt her cheeks and
ears go red. “I-I don’t know
what to say.”
“Tell me the truth. Are we
just friends or do you think
something else of me?” Ysabel
packed the shaker full of ice.
Christa looked down into
her drink, frowning, “I like you.
Like-like you.”
“There it goes,” Ysabel murmured as she poured the drink.
“Take a chance,” Christa
pleaded and finished her drink,
shoving the glass towards the
bartender.
“Don’t beg me,” Ysabel
retorted, “I did like you too
but then you kept coming back
every night. It wasn’t special
anymore.”
Christa’s heart cracked in
two. “Okay. There it goes.” She
slid off the barstool. “See you
around.”
Ysabel watched her go.
Though disappointed in herself
and the younger woman leaving, she would not chase her.
She couldn’t chase her.
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The End of April: An Ode to Senior Year
The end of April feels a lot like
the end of the world when you’re
in your final year of college. It’s
not long until the student discounts fade away. Spotify returns
to ten dollars a month. Unidays
gets deleted from my phone.
Netflix is…still raising their prices
with no signs of implementing a
student discount.
Graduation is just a month
away. We picked up our cap and
gowns last week and I lay in bed
all day after. It never really feels
like it’s going to end when it’s
just beginning. You forget cap
and gown pickup is even a thing
when you’re a freshman and your
orientation leaders are walking
you from one building to the next
showing you around the campus
that very quickly became home.
It goes by even faster when over
a year and a half was interrupted
by a pandemic that led to your
entire college experience being
transitioned to Zoom, an app we’d
all come to collectively hate.
The worst part of the end of
April is the impending doom, the
weight on your shoulders, the light
that seems to be getting bigger
because you’re getting closer to it.
The worst part of the end of April
is doing homework and overhearing a nearby group of friends talking about their acceptance to their
dream grad school, and the rising
juniors to your left talking about
going abroad next year, or the
rising seniors talking about their

by AJ Worsely ’22
Portfolio Staff
CREATIVE NONFICTION

internships, all with futures and
goals. And it’s a beautiful time but
an envious one when you accept
that your education here is ending.
Whatever is next for all of us, PC
will begin to feel like a childhood
home we’ve all moved out of. A
home we sometimes drive by and
recollect the different drunken
memories we shared at certain
spots on campus.
The end of April is filled with
attempts at soaking it all
in to compensate for
the Zoom year. It’s
filled with little
sleep and running
on the highs of
doing the worst
assignments
because these
are the last assignments. Finals
have a whole new
meaning. It’s filled
with “Sure, I’ll go
out tonight,” even
though you don’t
want to, because there
are so few opportunities left to do
so. This means going to McPhails
and drinking on a Tuesday, not
because you’re an alcoholic, but
because there is a new sense of
urgency to hanging out with your
friends. This means attending every event you see advertised at the

stairs near Dunkin. It means 222
Nights turns into 22 Nights.
The weather is getting warmer
and walking through campus feels
like a treat again. The people are
wearing shorts and t-shirts and
overwhelming Canada Goose jackets are nowhere to be found. The
lawns are a luscious vibrant green
that can’t help but remind you
that so much of your tuition goes
into landscaping. The walkways
feel different when
you’re a senior and
it’s April. You notice
the cracks in every
brick and you begin
to appreciate them.
But walking through
campus at night is
even more rewarding. The gooseneck
lighting feels brighter.
Students are practicing their
sports. High school always
ended when the sun was still
up, but high school never felt
like home. Club meetings are
at seven and eight and no matter
how busy I am, it’s impossible to
forget May 22.
And it’s hard to say goodbye
to a place you called home, even
if it was just for four years. These
walkways became my neighborhood, and nothing outside the
stone walls along Eaton Street

mattered. Every tree, every squirrel, every building on campus
looks back at you this time. Your
headphones play “Where’d All
the Time Go?” by Dr. Dog and the
statue of the Veritas flame urges
you to look at it a little bit longer
every day. And since the weather
is getting warmer, perhaps grab
a blanket and a laptop. Have a
picnic on Slavin Lawn, alone or
with some friends. Bring a camera.
Document it. Document it all. You
are living through your memories
right now. Go to one last party
even if it is your first because it is
only too late once you’ve crossed
the stage and moved the tassel to
the left. The end of April means
basketball season is over, and even
though I’ll never watch a game
from the student section again,
“You Belong With Me” will play
in my head any time I enter the
Dunk. The loans will kick in soon
and the student discounts will be
long gone, but no amount of tuition could cover these memories,
these people, this place. The end of
April means writing one last piece
for The Cowl.

Not A Goodbye
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by Mariela Flores ’23
Portfolio Co-Editor
POETRY

This Poem is for my best friend.
A goodbye is near, it lingers in our air.
I feel the goodbye when we share a meal in a comfortable silence––
I feel the goodbye during late nights when all I want is to absorb any
time
I have left with you.
It is dramatic to say my life will change when you are off
seeing, feeling, experiencing all new things,
you will have a new rhythm, a new song.
I will not know the words.
You will grow into the person I’ve always known you could be
and you will meet new people whom you will dance with
until your feet are tired, and your cheeks are flushed
with the feeling of this new life. And I will watch from afar.
This is not a bitter end. You are not going far.
But I will miss all the nights, mornings, evenings, minutes, days
hours, seconds, all the time we had together in this place that never
quite felt
like home until I knew you were in it. Friend.
Here’s to you and all lines you’ve crossed.
Here’s to the cries, the fights, the feeling that kept you in bed
and the sun that took you out of it. Here’s to it all.
I will not say goodbye.
But I will say I miss you.
As
you
		cross
			the
				stage
with your head held up high, I will smile.
And I will capture the moment and keep it pressed to the inside of
my mind. I miss you. The world is lucky to have you in it––
I am luckier to have known you for a lifetime, for a moment, for a time.
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Pink Popsicles

Tiffany &
Earl

by Grace O'Connor ’22
Portfolio Staff
POETRY

The blue in her sparkly eyes hugged the green rim in the middle
She was careless, as her only fear was if her mom would hide her favorite
rose dress from her
The cloth of her dress held infinite red roses, which she wore with a
gleaming smile
Her smile could cure all the sadness around her
She was careless, as her only fear was if her mom would hide her favorite
rose dress from her
In time the simplicity and warmth of life in a young eye start to fade
Her smile could cure all the sadness around her
Before the rose-colored glasses are removed and reality bleeds through
In time the simplicity and warmth of life in a
young eye start to fade
She no longer was protected by her own
oblivion, as the strength vulnerability isolated her
Before the rose-colored glasses are removed
and reality bleeds through
Bliss is now only felt in artificial ways

I just downloaded
LinkedIn and I don't
know how to polish my
resume. Please send
help, so I don't spend
the rest of my life living
in my mom's basement.

Jobless Senior
Dear Jobless Senior,
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Seniors We Will Miss Next Year <3
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dear Tiff and Earl,

Thank You In Advance,

She no longer was protected by her own
oblivion, as the strength vulnerability isolated her
She carried the true torment of reality around
with her
Bliss is now only felt in artificial ways
She now eyes the intangible old comfort from
a distance, yearning for it day by day

Listomania*

Making PC an emotionally stable
place one letter at a time

AJ Worsley		
Aidan Lerner
Marelle Hipolito
Grace O’Connor
Maura Campbell
Addison Wakelin
Julia McCoy
Madeline Morkin
Madison Palmieri
Liam Tormey
Leo Hainline
Lillie Hunter
Brooke Rioux
Colleen Joyce
Angie Nguyen
Nicole Patano
All of them <3

*Listomania and Tiffany & Earl are both satirical pieces that do not reflect the views of Providence College or The Cowl.

Looks like someone
didn’t take “Don’t wait,
Slavin 108” to heart.
You’ve had four years
to take advantage of
this ever-helpful, highquality service, and now,
with two weeks left
before graduation, you
have the audacity to ask
me for advice? Better get
used to those basement
views, buddy.
Regards,

Earl
Dear Jobless Senior,
You are asking the
wrong people. We don't
even get paid to give
you advice. Luckily,
I love my mom's
basement. I have trained
the mice to scavenge
three meals a day for
me, and I am building
a rocket to the moon.
What more can you ask
of life?
Cheers,

Tiff

Sports
Sports
Shorts

A Reload for Next Season

by Liam Tormey ’22
Sports Staff

SPORTS STAFF

FRIAR ATHLETICS

Providence College lacrosse
head
coach
Chris
Gabrielli
announced on Wednesday, May 4 that
he would resign. Gabrielli served as
the Friar lacrosse coach for the last 10
seasons. Gabrielli said, “I’m grateful
for the opportunity I was provided to
lead this program, especially when
the College transitioned to such
a high commitment level toward
lacrosse.” Bob Driscoll says the
Friars will “begin a national search
immediately.” The Friars were 27-37
over Gabrielli’s final five years.
Track and Field:
The Providence College track
team traveled across the city to
Brown University on Sunday, May 1
for a meet. There were 12 Friars who
found first place finishes at the event,
making it an extremely successful
dayl. Alex O’Neill ’23 was the star
of the day as she broke the 30-yearold PC record for the 800-meter
with a finishing time of 2:06.07.
Meg Hughes ’24 finished first in the
400-meters once again. In the men’s
division, Sam Lagan ’24 of Natick,
MA was one of many who finished
in first with a time of 59.60 in the
400-meter hurdles.
Softball:
Over the weekend, The Providence
College softball team suffered a loss
to Butler University in a Big East
matchup. The Friars were in the lead
entering the seventh inning when
Butler’s Ella White hit a walk off
three run homerun to win the game
5-4. For the Friars, Tori Grifone ’24 of
Sussex, NJ earned her 18th start and
pitched a little over three innings.
This Saturday, the Friars will host
DePaul University for their final
regular season Big East series of the
year.
Other:
Providence College hosted the
Annual All-Sports Gala on Monday,
May 2. For two years the event has
been held virtually because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. During this
event, all PC student athletes, staff,
coaches, and administrators gathered
in person for the prestigious event.
For the second year in a row, Nate
Watson ’22GS took home the Athlete
of the Year for Team Sports Award
due to his outstanding performance
during the Men’s Basketball team’s
historic March Madness run.
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A Sitdown with Friars Head Coach Ed Cooley

by Luke Sweeney ’24
Sports Staff

Coach Gabrielli Resigns:

Page 21

We are now into the month of May,
and it has been over a month since the
Providence College men’s basketball
team had their historic year come to an
end against the eventual champions,
Kansas University.
It ended with the first Big East regular
season title in program history, the first
Sweet Sixteen in 25 years, a couple of
shots and stops away from an Elite Eight,
and head coach Ed Cooley winning the
Naismith Coach of the Year.
The 2022-23 season will be Ed
Cooley’s 29th in coaching. He began at
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
as an assistant in 1994, then made his
way to Stonehill College, University of
Rhode Island, and Boston College before
grabbing his first head coaching job at
Fairfield University in 2006. Since 2011,
Ed Cooley has had the chance to coach
the team he grew up rooting for as a kid
from South Providence.
Last season was a dream for Ed
Cooley and the Friars. He spoke about
what it meant for him and his program:
“Any time you have team success, it
starts at the top. Coaches win games,
administration wins championships.
Everyone was aligned, the stars were
aligned with our personnel.”
All Friar fans know the additions of Al
Durham ’22GS and Justin Minaya ’22GS
propelled this group to the next level
this year. Cooley commented, “I thought
our staff did a great job of identifying
players that fit our style of play. I thought
everything fell in place at the right time.”
A 13-1 start to the season for the Friars
made it feel like everything was in the
right place at the right time.
“The players were hungry and eager.
We never had one issue on or off the floor.
It was just one of those special seasons
that came together at the right time.”
Cooley and the program will now
say goodbye to Durham, Minaya, Nate
Watson ’22GS, Noah Horchler ’22GS,
and A.J. Reeves ’22 – the entire starting
lineup from last year. This particular
starting five left a legacy for a lifetime.
“When you’re in the locker room
with us this season, we always used
to write on the white board before the
game, ‘Leave Your Mark.’ I think that’s
something they did. Not many times
can you hang a banner, wear a ring.
This group left a mark. This group left a
legacy. This group left an impression on
all of Providence College. What a special
season and what a special group that will
be talked about for years to come.”
The Friar fanatics made the special
season what it was. Every game at
the Dunkin’ Donuts Center was loud,
energetic, and everything the program
wished for before going 16-1 at home.
Cooley knew how important the fans
were: “What it did for Providence
College, not just for the city, but the
state–how it was just energized at the
Dunkin Donuts Center. Everywhere you
would go in our area, they knew about
Providence College men’s basketball.
As the coach, from someone who’s from
here, I can’t be more proud to represent
Providence College at that stage.”
From the iconic sing along to Taylor
Swift’s “You Belong With Me” late in the
second half to the court storming after

defeating Creighton University to win
the first regular season Big East title, the
Dunk’ was at a different level, “I go back
years of being a Friar basketball fan and
seeing the crowd there and all the things
that have happened as a head coach,
but the energy this year was a different
level.” Cooley went on to say, “The fan
participation from our students, thank
them a million times over. They created
an atmosphere, and thankfully it’s for
years to come, and it was set by the 2022
class.”
Cooley also added: “It was amazing
— the energy that our students brought.
They were the identity of the Dunkin’
Donuts Center. There was a total shift
this year in energy and I hope it continues
into next season.”
When looking at the season to
come, the Friar fans are not going to
be expecting a down year. With the
transfer portal having over 1,400 college
basketball players in it, Cooley and his
staff were all over bringing in the right
personnel, and quickly. The Friars have
already added Noah Locke ’23GS, Corey
Floyd, Jr. ’26, Clifton Moore ’23GS, Devin
Carter ’25, and Bryce Hopkins ’25, the
definition of a reload.
Just like last year, Cooley admitted
he wanted to add players who were
going to be good fits for his program,
but also fit for representing Providence
College. He said, “We hope whoever we
bring in they understand it’s about the
team, it’s about representing Providence
College at the highest level. We want
whoever follows moving forward, and
I think we’ve had some continuity and
consistency, we want whoever we bring
in to have those values which last team’s
year set.”
Many within college sports have
the belief the transfer portal is way
out of control. Cooley says it has been
“disruptive” and has taken away from
those in high school, and although he
doesn’t have the answers to the problem,
what he does know is “We’re doing the
best we can to adjust. No matter what
my opinions are, and I don’t know what
I can do about it as a single coach, and we
will make the adjustments necessary to
be competitive in the Big East and on the
national scene.”
With five players coming in through
the portal, a few left the Friars as well.
Matteus Case ’25, Brycen Goodine ’23,
and Legend Geeter ’25 all entered the
transfer portal to find a new home.
But with Jared Bynum ’23 and Ed
Croswell ’22 returning for another
season, Cooley is going to lean on them to
help in the transition of the newcomers.
He says, “We need those guys to be
leaders. We need them to be demanding.
We need them to do the right thing, say
the right thing, carry themselves the
right way. I want them to talk to our
players who are not here yet and have
them be engaged in our community, in
the dorms, in Ray dining hall, in Alumni
hall, have visibility, be approachable, say
please, say thank you, appreciate the
people you’re in school with because one
day you never know, you may work with
that person, you may marry your person
you just never know where relationships
build.”
The Friars will also have two
freshmen, Quante Berry ’26 and Jayden
Pierre ’26, coming into a team with
expectations for next year. Breaking into
the rotation with the addition of transfers
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Coach Ed Cooley has high appreciation for the energy
the students brought to the Dunk’ this season.

is tough these days in college basketball,
but Cooley commented that, “Whether
it’s Quante, or Jayden, or any player
coming through the portal, we have to
have guys who are totally bought in to
having a common goal of success for the
group. If we do that, we’ll find ourselves
with a good shot at success.”
He added, “The biggest expectation
I have for any player, regardless of class
[year], is to hold them to the standard.
They have to meet the standard and
exceed it if they can. Buy in. You have to
buy into success. You have to buy into
your role, buy into the team, buy into the
community, buy into preparation.” It will
take some meshing with the addition of
seven new players to the Friars program,
but this is what college basketball has
become in today’s age.
As he should be, Cooley is excited
about the upcoming season, but he also
expressed some of his own personal
goals for the future. Providence College
will remain in his DNA forever, and he
wants to give back.
“I still want to see Providence
College grow. I want to be connected
to Providence College as long as I
can. I want to give men and women,
regardless of religion, ethnicity, the belief
that you can be special, you can do it.
There are so many times people dwell
on the negative and the past, but I want
them to look at the present and look to
the future because there’s something
bright ahead of you, you just have to
be chugging along. There’s going to be
disappointments and failures, but the
more I can have a presence and inspire
young men and women to take care of
the present and look at opportunity, I
want to stay connected to Providence
College as long as I can in whatever
capacity that may be.”
He knows it is a grind, but he still
loves what he’s doing as the head coach
of the Friars. “I’m starting my 29th
season in coaching next year and you
do get burned out, you do get tired. I’m
not there yet, but just like anything else,
there comes a time and a place where it’s
hard to say goodbye, yet, you’re going to
say hello to something different.”
Providence College men’s basketball
is what it is at the moment because of
Ed Cooley and his staff. He is the man
that lives and breathes Providence
College, and everyone on campus and
beyond knows who he is. With the most
successful season in 25 years for the
Friars program, Cooley and the rest of
the Friar family will hope this is just the
start of a long run of success.
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Who Will Win the 2022 Kentucky Derby?
Providence College Investigates
Epicenter

The 148th running of the Kentucky
Derby will take place on May 7,
2022, the first Saturday in May, in
Louisville, Kentucky. The race is
open to 20 horses, who qualified for
the race by earning points on the
2022 Road to the Kentucky Derby.
While there are lots of contenders
who are favored to win for a variety
of different reasons, it is going to be
Epicenter ’s year to win the derby
for the first time ever. Epicenter ’s
trainer, Steve Asmussen, is the
leading trainer in North America
by wins and has won everything
besides the Kentucky Derby. He
has 9,946 wins as of August 2021.
Epicenter started his racing career
at Churchill Downs, finishing sixth
in his debut last September and then
breaking his maiden two months
later with a 3 1/2-length score. All
four races since then came at Fair
Grounds, where he went 3-1-0 with a
pair of Grade 2 victories in the Risen
Star and Louisiana Derby. Epicenter
is the 2022 Kentucky Derby favorite
for a reason, winning four of his last
five starts. His singular flaw during
that time frame was a runner-up
showing at the Lecomte Stakes
on Jan. 22. Epicenter has also had
success at Churchill Downs in the
past, winning a one-mile maiden
special weight race last November.
Assmussen describes Epicenter as
“a really attractive horse that’s very

Smile Happy

physical… he takes everything he
does with a great amount of ease.
He’s always maintained a very
forward step. From last fall to him
arriving here (in the spring), you can
tell the difference in his confidence
level and demeanor. … He looks a
lot more mature and confident.”
Epicenter ’s jockey, Joel Rosario,
is a Champion jockey in American
Thoroughbred horse racing, originally
from the Dominican Republic. In
the space of five weeks in 2013, he
rode the winners of the Dubai World
Cup and the Kentucky Derby. More
recently, he rode Knicks Go to wins
in the Pegasus World Cup, Whitney
Stakes, and Breeders’ Cup Classic
in 2021. In 2022, Rosario held his
ground with 48 wins. When riding
under Asmussen as the trainer, in the
six races, four winners have come
inside of the top-3, making the odds
even stronger. Rosario is considered
one of the elites as a jockey with 3,301
first-place finishes for $270,742,564
in winnings. Overall, with an elite
trainer backing him, and one of the
best jockeys on top, this is the best
time to get on Epicenter ’s odds
before potentially shifting as the
race gets closer.
- Margaret Maloney ’23
Sports Staff

Smile Happy will leave Lucky
Seven Stables smiling happily
after he wins them their first-ever
Kentucky Derby this weekend.
The dark bay colt is a Kentucky
native and won his first-ever race
this past October in his home state
by five-and-a-half lengths on a mile
and 1/16 long course.
Almost a month after his first
victory, Smile Happy dominated
again, this time at Churchill Downs
where the Derby will be hosted.
There, he grabbed first place by
three-and-a-quarter lengths.
Trainer Kenny McPeek has
confidence that Smile Happy will be
victorious this weekend:
“This is a really good horse. This
is only his fourth career start. I feel
like I could win the Derby or the
Preakness with this horse.”
McPeek also believes the familiar
terrain will work to their advantage:
“I liken this to a home game for us.”
Jockey Corey Lanerie has five
previous Derby appearances. His
best finish was in 2017 when he
finished second place with Looking
at Lee, a horse with a winning odds
of 33-1.
Lanerie has never mounted off
on a horse placed at odds lower
than 25-1. The 47-year-old jockey is
due for a victory in the event after
earning a good reputation for prior
performances. This surely will be

his best chance to date to win the
prestigious race. He stated, “I’ve
won a lot of races—I think I’m only
like (114) from 5,000 (winners)—but
I haven’t won the big ones… It might
be this year. It only takes one horse.”
At 14-1 odds, Smile Happy is
a respectable underdog pick. His
previous success at the venue
should not be overlooked. Most
experts are focusing on favorites
Epicenter (5-1) and Messier (6-1)
as two horses likely to provide a
top display. John Velazquez, one of
the most famous Derby jockeys, is
mounting off on Messier this year.
The horse was formerly trained by
the controversial Bob Baffert, whose
horse Medina Spirit finished first in
2021 but was later disqualified after
testing positive for a banned drug.
Many are selecting Tiz the Bomb
(20-1) as their dark horse pick. The
Japanese horse Crown Pride (501) has also been cited as a good
long-shot bet. However, these colts
will not be able to provide the
performance by Smile Happy on
May 7.
Smile Happy and jockey Corey
Lanerie’s familiarity with Churchill
Downs will lead them to a first-place
finish in the 2022 Kentucky Derby.
- Leo Hainline ’22
Sports Co-Editor

Men’s and Women’s Basketball Transfer Updates
by Justin Bishop ’24
Sports Staff
BASKETBALL
Over the past few weeks, the Providence
College men’s basketball team has seen some
talented players depart, while reeling in some
high caliber talent through the NCAA college
basketball transfer portal. Justin Minaya ’22GS
has decided not to use his sixth and final year of
eligibility, he did have one remaining year due to
the NCAA establishing that all student athletes
have an additional year of eligibility due to
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Noah Locke will add experience to the Friars. The 5th-year guard
is a solid shooter and is expected to fill Reeves’ spot on the wing.

COVID-19. Instead, Minaya, like Noah Horchler
’22GS, Al Durham ’22GS, and A.J. Reeves ’22,
has decided to declare for the NBA Draft,hoping
to earn a spot on a professional roster. Coming
to the Dunkin’ Donuts Center next year will be
University of South Carolina freshman transfer
Devin Carter ’25 who had a standout freshman
year and was ranked as the No. 26 best transfer.
Carter set the record at USC for three-point-shots
made in a season by a freshman, so he will be a
prime candidate to fill Reeves’ spot as the team’s
go-to three-point shooter. Next is University of
Connecticut freshman transfer Corey Floyd Jr.
’26, who will still have four years left to play
even after next season. Floyd was highly sought
after coming out of high school but did not see
the court at UConn because their coaching staff
apparently thought losing was better. After Floyd
came University of Louisville graduate student
transfer Noah Locke, who played three seasons
at the University of Florida before transferring to
Louisville and who will finish here in Friartown.
Next, Lasalle University graduate transfer
Clifton Moore, who played two years at Indiana
University before transferring to Lasalle, will
play his final year here in Providence. Lastly,
the biggest transfer in recent years for the Friars,
University of Kentucky sophomore transfer,
Bryce Hopkins who played little time at Kentucky
but will fit in perfectly as a three or four in the
rotation. Hopkins was named 2021 Illinois Player
of the Year in his last year in high school and
also accumulated various summer tournament
accolades. This offseason, Friar fans could not
have asked for a better transfer season from the
National Coach of the Year Ed Cooley. Watching
these players fit into the system with returning
members Ed Croswell ’23 and Jared Bynum ’23 is
going to be exciting. On the women’s basketball
team’s side, the team said goodbye to the team’s
second leading scorer this past season in Alyssa
Geary ’22, who transferred to Indiana University
for her graduate year. Geary, who played all four
years at Providence, was a consistent piece of the
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The 6’6” 220-pound Hopkins will fill the void at the 3 and 4
spots left open from the departures of Minaya and Horchler.

offense along with her defense as she finished
her career with 128 blocks. They would also
see Mary Baskerville ’22 leave the team after
four years to head to Quinnipiac University.
Baskerville averaged 10.2 points per game in her
four years as a Friar. An addition to the team next
year is graduate transfer from the University of
Iowa, Logan Cook. The 6’1 forward played all
four years at Iowa where the team was upset
by Creighton University in the second round of
the tournament. The team will look to bounce
back from last season where they were bounced
in the first round of the Big East tournament by
Georgetown University.
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Who Will Win the 2021-22 NBA MVP?
Providence College Investigates
Nikola Jokic

Giannis Antetokounmpo
As the NBA playoffs continue to ramp
up, the announcement of awards such
as MVP, Rookie of the Year, and Coach
of the Year loom. The three finalists
for the MVP award have already been
announced: Nikola Jokic of the Denver
Nuggets, Joel Embiid of the Philadelphia
76ers, and Giannis Antetokounmpo of
the Milwaukee Bucks.
Out of the three, one player stands out
for his tremendous impact on both ends
of the court. While all three players are
offensive superstars, Antetokounmpo
is on another level on defense, as he is
perennially under consideration for the
Defensive Player of the Year award.
Antetokounmpo has saved the Bucks
countless points with his athleticism
as he’s able to cover more ground than
anyone else due to his almost sevenfoot stature, allowing him to erase any
opponent’s scoring opportunities in the
blink of an eye. His rim protection is also
elite; averaging over one block per game,
he effortlessly rises to meet opponents at
the rim and turns them away with ease.
His defensive impact is strengthened
by his consistent anticipation of where
the ball is heading next, allowing
him to rack up steals which often
lead to highlight reel break-away
dunks. Antetokounmpo’s defensive
contributions cannot be overstated, and
his team reaps the benefits, boasting
the third-best record in the Eastern
Conference.
Antetokounmpo also uses his unique

combination of strength, size, and
athleticism to wreak havoc on the
boards. Few players in the league can
out-rebound him, and the ability to
close out possessions on defense and
create extra possessions on offense is
invaluable to the Bucks.
Oftentimes, opposing teams will
be forced to double-team immediately
when Antetokounmpo catches the ball,
which helps him create easy looks for his
teammates, whether it be finding cutters
streaking towards the rim or shooters
spotting up on the three-point line.
Antetokounmpo averages almost six
assists per game, which is particularly
impressive considering his position.
Although Giannis’s facilitating and
rebounding are equally impressive facets
of his game, his ability to put points on
the board may be his most valuable trait.
Whenever Milwaukee is in dire need of
a bucket, they know exactly who to turn
to; Antetokounmpo, and more often
than not, he delivers. Antetokounmpo
averaged a hair under 30 points per
game this year, 29.9, which was good for
second in the league.
Overall, Antetokounmpo’s multifaceted
impact on the game cannot be denied, nor
can his indispensable value to the Bucks,
making him deserving of the 2022 NBA
MVP.
- Will Murphy ’23
Sports Staff

With the NBA regular season coming
to an end, only a few players are in the
most valuable player conversation. One
of the most dominant players in today’s
game is Serbian native Nikola Jokić.
Jokić, on paper, is a center or power
forward because of his enormous size
and strength. However, as the leader of
this team, he has learned to play every
position and dominate anywhere he is
asked to play. Another star player for
the Nuggets, Jamal Murray, went down
with a torn ACL in April 2021. This put
even more pressure on The Joker to
lead his team to the postseason in hopes
of a championship. Jokić is respected
throughout the entire NBA because
he is one of the few players who can
take complete control of a game and
consistently score play after play. He is
most effective inside the paint because
of his reachability and aggressiveness
to get to the free-throw line or finish a
possession with a bucket, but he can
also hit shots from beyond the arch,
which is why he is a dual-threat twoway player.
Jokić is going for his second straight
MVP, but his resume is even more
impressive than last season. Jokić
averaged 27.1 points per game, 13.8
rebounds per game, and 7.9 assists
this season. He has also produced a
league-leading 19 triple-doubles to put
him at 73 for his career and seventh
most all time. Nikola Jokić has tough
competition with Joel Embiid and

Giannis Antetokounmpo, hungry for
hardware. They have similar play styles
to Jokić and are the best players on
their respective teams. Antetokounmpo
hopes to accept his third MVP award,
while Embiid is looking for his first.
This three-horse is as close as it gets.
However, Jokić is the clear answer to get
it done because he is the most consistent
player out of the three and has put his
franchise on the map as a postseason
team that does not go quietly. He has
completely transformed a franchise
that struggled to win games, and he
has picked up his game in the areas he
is least consistent in. He now averages
more steals and three-point shots per
game, and he is shooting inside the
three-point line at 63 percent, a careerbest.
The Nuggets were recently eliminated
from the playoffs by the red-hot,
sharpshooting Golden State Warriors.
The series went just five games, but
Jokić was on his game and was able to
give his team a chance by averaging
about 31 points per game. As hard as
it is to win MVP once, being able to
continue to dominate and win the year
after is something special, and Jokić is
more than deserving of this award.
- Patrick Walsh ’24
Sports Staff

Softball Heads Towards the End of the Season
by Stephen Foster ‘22
Sports Staff
SOFTBALL
The Providence College Softball Team is
approaching the end of their 2022 season. They
have an overall record of 24 wins and 19 losses
and a conference record of 10 wins and 11 losses.
Coach Jill Karwoski mentioned that one highlight
from the season so far was winning in extra
innings over the University of Connecticut, who
is in first place in the Big East Conference, to snap
their nine-game win streak.
Karwoski had many great things to say about
the graduating seniors, especially their resilience
and the impact that they have had on the PC
softball program. This group of seniors had to go
through a lot to get where they are today, including
much of their college career being interrupted by
the COVID-19 pandemic. She explained, “Every
year we get to this point in the season and look
at our soon to be graduating seniors and say, ‘I
can’t believe it’s been four years.’ This year is
no different, however, I would be remiss to not
acknowledge that this year ’s seniors’ careers were
filled with unique ups and downs, Covid pauses
and cancellations and nontraditional seasons.
These past few years have been everything but
‘normal’ and I am extremely proud of their ability
to overcome, persevere, and prevail. Each senior,
whether they had been with our program for one
year or four, will have left with us a foundation
of resiliency and a path to success for years to
come.”
The Friars’ softball coach also highlighted the
significance of the freshmen on the team this year,
explaining, “So many first-year players have been
making an immediate impact on the field. And
those not on the field have been equally committed
to our culture and continue to improve weekly as
well as positively influencing our program every
day. This is both rewarding this season as well
as for the future of our program.” With seven
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Infielder Jacque Harrington ‘24 (above) has been a standout player, leading the team in batting average, hits, and home runs.

freshmen on the team this season, it is important
that they commit to the team culture and continue
to improve as they grow to play greater on-field
roles over the next three years.
The team has a three-game home series against
DePaul University before the regular season
comes to a close. They play Friday, May 6 at
5:00 p.m. and Saturday, May 7 at 1:00 p.m., and
finish the series off with Senior Day on Sunday,
May 8 at 12:00 p.m. Following this series, the
Big East Tournament begins on Thursday, May
12 and goes until Saturday, May 14. Regarding
the Friars’ potential in making the tournament,
Coach Karwoski explained, “We are still looking
to qualify for a tournament berth. The Big East
Tournament takes the top four teams and it’s a
dogfight for the last three spots. UConn has
clinched but Villanova, Butler, DePaul, and us
are still in the race. It may come down to our last
home series next week vs. DePaul, but we have to

take care of business today vs. Butler.”
The Providence College Softball Team
managed to pick up one win out of three games
against Butler this past weekend, bringing them
in need of some wins down the final stretch
against DePaul University. Karwoski highlighted,
“This upcoming last home series vs. DePaul will
be the biggest weekend for us yet with likely
playoff implications. I encourage all Friar fans
to come out in full force Friday night. Saturday
we will welcome back our Alumni, and Sunday
we will celebrate our Seniors. We know there is
both power and magic to competing in Friartown,
so I thank everyone who has come out thus far
to cheer us on and hope to see everyone this
weekend. Go Friars!” Make sure you find your
way to Glay Field this upcoming weekend to
cheer on the Providence College Softball Team as
they take on DePaul with hopes of securing a spot
in the Big East Tournament.
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A Look
Around
Friartown
Softball:
4/29 at Butler University, won 3-2
4/30 at Butler University, loss 3-0
5/1 at Butler University, loss 5-4

Upcoming:
5/6 vs. DePaul University
5/7 vs. DePaul University
5/8 vs. DePaul University

Lacrosse:
4/16 at Villanova University, loss 18-13
4/23 vs. University of Denver, loss 16-3
4/30 at St. John’s University, won 20-14

Upcoming:
5/5 at Big East Tournament

Tennis:
4/21 vs. Georgetown University (Big East Tennis
Championship), loss 4-0

Track:
Upcoming:
5/13 at Big East Championships
5/25 at NCAA Tournament
6/8 at NCAA Championships Outdoor

SPORTS

May 5, 2022

Men’s and Women’s Track Prepare for Big East Championship
by Joseph Quirk ’23
Sports Staff
FRIAR ATHLETICS
The 2022 Providence College spring track and
field season is off to a fast start. Both the men’s and
women’s squads have hit the ground running since
they opened their season on March 27 at the Raleigh
Relays.
The Raleigh Relays are a collegiate track and field
event hosted by North Carolina State University in
Raleigh, NC. For the men, the event represented an
opportunity for many athletes to achieve new personal
bests. Liam Back ’24 and Angus White ’22 both ran
personal best times in the 1,500-meter, running 3:43.78
and 3:45.15 respectively. Matt Lepine ’22 ran a PR of
14:27.73 in the 5,000-meters event. But perhaps the
greatest bunch of accomplishments from the men’s
team at this event came in the 10,000-meters race.
Shane Coffey ’24 ran the race for the first time in his
collegiate career, finishing with a solid time of 30:11.
David McGlynn ’22 ran a time of 29:04.9, which not
only was a personal best for himself but also placed
him at No. 6 in the College’s history. Abdel Laddjel
’25, from Lucan, Ireland, ran a time of 29:23, breaking
the 50-year-old Irish Junior records.
Things were just as historic on the women’s
side. Lily Tuck ’23 ran a personal best time in the
5,000-meters with a time of 16:02. With a time of 14.98,
Nicole Borowiec ’23 broke the PC program record for
100-meter hurdles. Niamh Gowing ’22 also entered
the record books, running a 56.87 second time in the
400-meter which was not only a personal best but
good enough to put her at No. 3 all-time in Providence
College program history. Hawa Grear ’24 also entered
the record books, running a 12.61 second time in the
100-meters, food for No. 2 all-time in PC program
history. Taylor Newman ’23 also became No. 2 all-time
in program history for her 25.19 second finishing time
for the 200-meters. Meg Hughes ’24 set a school record
early in her career as well with a 400-meter hurdle
time of 63:64 seconds. Along with previous years
performances, McGlynn, Back, AJ Ernst ’22, Tuck
and Shannon Flockhart ’24 all earned a qualification
for the NCAA First Round, which will be hosted in
Bloomington, IN from May 25-28.
The Friars continued their hot start when they went
to the Black and Gold Invitational, which was hosted
across town by Bryant University on April 2. Nicola
Calabrese ’22 and Grear both recorded personal
bests in the 200-meters. Gowing had a personal best
performance in the 400-meters, landing her in second
place. In the women’s 400-meter hurdles, Meg Hughes
not only had a first-place finish and a new personal
best time, but also broke her own school record with
a time of 61.34. Borowiec also broke her own school
record in the 100-meter hurdles, giving her a thirdplace finish. The Friars men’s team claimed the first
four finishes of the 1,500-meter race with Michael
Morgan ’25, Patrick Thygesen ’24, Ryan Gallagher ’22,
and Josh Lewin ’24 finishing in that respective order.
Back and White also claimed the first two finishes of
the 800-meters (respectively) with Back setting a meet
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Laura Mooney ‘24 won Women’s BIG EAST Athlete of the Week for her
performance at the Penn Relays this past weekend.

record with a time of 1:52.21.
Following their strong return to Rhode Island, the
track and field team decided to take the heat to their
own turf, right at Ray Treacy Track. On April 8, Back
ran the first sub-4-minute mile of his career, with a
first-place finish and a personal record time of 3:59.06.
The time was also the first sub-4-minute mile at Ray
Treacy Track and beat the previous record by over 4
seconds. Ernst and White were not far behind him
with 4-minute flat miles and third and fourth place
finishes. Gallagher took first place in the 5,000-meters,
an event which also saw McGlynn and Lepine hit
new personal bests. Lewin had a nice first place
finish in his heat of the 800-meters. In impressive
fashion, Thygesen had a second-place finish, with a
time of 8:54.07, in the 3000-meter steeplechase. Brett
Lehman ’25 had a second-place finish for himself
in the 400-meters. And Chris Johns ’25 had himself
a first-place finish in the high jump. As for the
women, sophomore Laura Mooney ’24 dominated
5,000-meters, with a personal best time of 16:09.43,
which was over 17 seconds faster than the runner up.
Flockhart came in second in the mile, Gowing came in
third in the 400-meters, and Alex O’Neill ’23 came in
first while setting a facility record in the 800-meters.
Following the Friar invitational, Back earned a Big
East men’s track athlete of the week honor.
The Friars continued to rack up records in
subsequent meets. At the Penn Relays, Mooney broke
the Irish U23 National record and placed sixth all-time
in Providence College history for the 10,000-meter.
A team of Kimberly May ’25, Halle Atkinson ’24,
Flockhart, and O’Neill also set a Providence College
record for the 4x800 meter relay. In their most recent
event, the Brown Springtime Invitational, O’Neill
broke a 32-year-old Providence College record in the
800-meters. O’Neill, along with Lewin, made a good
case to qualify for the NCAA first round.
The Friars will look to continue their historic record
breaking season May 13-14 when they head to Storrs,
CT for the Big East championships.
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Alex O’Neill ‘23 broke a program record this past weekend at the Brown Inventational in the 800 meter race.
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Nicole Patano, Editor-in-Chief Emerita
When I first stepped foot in The Cowl office as a freshman, I was apprehensive, a bit overwhelmed, and so excited with the prospect
of meeting grammar geeks like me. Before the COVID-19 pandemic hit and we were forced to work remotely, I would spend upwards
of 10 hours in the office every Wednesday (much more than our required three for copy editors). Now, as editor-in-chief and with a
return to almost normal, I continue to spend more time in the office than any other place on campus.
There is something so comforting and safe about The Cowl office—regardless of any negative events in your life, you can rely on the
office being a mess, the printer not working, and me sitting, legs crossed, in one of my many comfy chairs. Well, you can’t rely on that
last one for much longer, I suppose.
No matter where I go and what I do, a little bit of The Cowl will always be with me. Two years later, and I can still see Meaghan and
Jack sitting in the Sports corner, Kathy turning red at the copy editors’ table (or Pat, anytime Angie spoke to him), and Pete laying on
the yogibo. To this day we keep CJ’s chair and Pete’s desk as reminders that even though you may graduate and leave The Cowl, you
will never be forgotten. I hope my fellow Ed Board members and all of our staff know that I will never forget them. You have changed
me for the better, and I want to make sure you know how truly blessed I am to call you forever friends.
To Angie, my first friend on The Cowl: Thank you for always being a voice of reason and source of humor in the office. I am forever
grateful to have worked and grown beside you for the past four years. Your poise is something I will always admire and aspire to.
To Maura: How I wish I had met you sooner in life. Thank you for always being the person I can go to when I need someone to talk
to, and thank you for trusting me enough to be the same for you. I will be forever grateful for you and all you do for me.
To Colleen: Words cannot describe how much I will miss seeing your smiling face every week. You may be shorter than me, but I
have always looked up to you. You are who we do it for, now and forever.
To Julia: From freshman year Honors CIV to now, I have been so fortunate to know you and to see you grow. I don’t have to tell you
this, but always stand by what you believe. You inspire me, and teach me, and make me think every day. I can’t wait to see all that you
accomplish, Dr. McCoy.
To Maddie: I will never forget when you came into my room in McVinney as I was packing up all
of my things and sat and talked with me, this girl you barely knew aside from the fact that she was
roommates with “the witch.” You have been there for me more than you know, and I cannot thank
you enough. You deserve as much love as you put out into the world.
To Brooke: Our time together was far too short. You are one of the most special souls I have had the
honor of meeting. Your art skills are only outmatched by your heart of gold. I hope you realize how
beautiful you are inside and out, frizzy hair and all.
To Abby: It is nothing short of fate that brought you to The Cowl this year. The office (read: the
world) is a better place with you in it. I am so appreciative of your confidence, dedication, and
energy.
To Emily: I do not have to explain how much I cherish your presence. Thank you for making me
feel like I belong and always being willing to talk. I will miss you more than you can know.
To the rest of my Editorial Board, thank you for making it so hard to say goodbye. Madison,
Addison, Leo, Liam, and Lillie, I cannot wait to see what you all accomplish in the next stage of life.
Sarah, Isabella, Taylor, Jack, and our incoming Editorial Board, I wish you all the best next year. The
Cowl is in phenomenal hands. I hope I have done for you just half of what you have all done for me.
Your humble servant,
Nicole

Colleen Joyce, Co-Head Angie Nguyen, Co-Head
Copy Editor Emerita
Copy Editor Emerita
Words have always come relatively easy to me. It is rare that I have a
difficult time finding something to say. My parents have always joked
that I am one long run-on sentence: I learned to talk and never stopped.
So, you would think that writing and reading my final words for my
very last copy of The Cowl would also come easy. However, trying to
sum up the best thing that has ever happened to me has been far more
difficult than I anticipated.
Applying to be a copyeditor sophomore year was an unexpected
blessing. Little did I know that the little corner office, tucked away in
Slavin, would become my favorite place in the world. There has always
been something magical about the room with no windows: perhaps
the dim lighting makes us crazy, but I have never laughed the way I do
every Wednesday in that office.
The Cowl would be nothing without the incredible people I have
been lucky enough to spend these days with. I send my love and appreciation to Nicole Patano, our Editor-In-Chief. If there is one thing
to know about Nicole, it is that she is the most gracious person to walk
this earth. Her love, compassion, and dedication to The Cowl is admirable, and something I will miss greatly as we head to our post-grad
lives. Angie, my co, thank you for being the rock of the copy-editing
staff and my senior year. I appreciate our phone calls more than you
will ever know. And, of course, thank you for introducing me to Miso
(The Cowl’s official cat-scot). To the LL04 Hot Stuff, I love you more
than 350 words could ever say and cannot wait to see all the wonderful things you accomplish. Finally, to our copyeditors, I leave you this:
never forget that % is percent, the oxford comma is your best friend,
and Angie and I love you with our entire hearts.
With that, I say goodbye to one of my greatest joys. Thank you for
the past three years, and for changing my life for the best.

I would be lying if I said I applied to The Cowl for more than a
resume builder. At first, I was confused as to why the seniors all
cared so deeply about things that seemed mundane. Oxford comma?
Optional. Exclamation points in an article? Fine to me! As time went
on, I started to get it. As a copyeditor, I’m usually not the best with
writing. It’s hard to describe the feeling of belonging that I get when
we’re all sitting in the office on a late Wednesday evening. Let me set
the scene: Leo and Liam are in the corner in Sports with a drink in
hand, Maura is on the yogibo, Abby is taking a picture of Brooke for
the Instagram, Maddie and Julia are at the computer being productive,
Colleen and I are being outrageously obnoxious with the rest of the
copy editors at the table, and Nicole is at her computer keeping The
Cowl afloat. I sometimes have a hard time expressing my emotions.
However, I think that I need to express how profoundly deep my love
for the people in our little windowless office in LL04 runs.
To Colleen, I love you so much and I couldn’t imagine being head
copy editor with anyone else. You are effortlessly brilliant and you tie
all of the strings I leave undone. I can’t say I will miss you too much, as
I might never leave you alone. I am so thankful for our time working
together and I can’t wait to see your adventures wherever you go.
To the LL04 group chat, I will miss you all so much. You are a lovely
group of ladies who will do such amazing things in the future. Thank
you for making my days bright and my nights worthwhile. A little
piece of my heart might always belong with you, but don’t tell anyone
I have one.
To Kate and Delaney, you will be so great as head copy editors. I
could think of no one else who would fill our shoes.
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Addison Wakelin, News
Editor Emerita
I’m not a big talker; I shudder at the thought of “small talk.” Ever
since I was a kid, I have always best expressed myself and my feelings
for others through writing. It’s the one medium where I’m able to best
convey my thoughts and emotions in truly meaningful and impactful
ways.
Now, was that due to my untreated ADHD? Possibly. Was it due to
my constant desire for academic validation? Probably.
I first encountered The Cowl my sophomore year during the last 10
minutes of the Involvement Fair in January 2020, mere months before
the world would be fundamentally transformed by the COVID-19 pandemic. I had my AirPods in, streaming Lana del Rey’s Ultraviolence (her
magnum opus), frantically searching for another club to join on campus.
I grabbed an application with no intention of applying, mostly because I lost the application and subsequently forgot about it. Until I
walked by the office one Wednesday. On a Cowl Wednesday. I walked
back to Aquinas and applied online for the News Section five minutes
later. Two years later, I can say joining The Cowl was one of the best decisions I’ve made at PC.
PC has a long way to go in providing the spaces necessary to include
every person in the PC community. Having the opportunity to publish
pieces in the News Section about the pervasive struggles and realities of
so many here at PC is one step closer in confronting such issues. Resistance needs persistence.
I am forever grateful for all of the people I have met at PC these last
four years, including everyone on The Cowl.
To my staff, thank you for making my life a little easier and helping
platform a range of voices on-campus that should be heard. It’s been
amazing seeing all of you grow and improve as writers.
To the copy editors, sorry I got my articles in so late. I also hate the
Oxford comma.
My time at both PC and on The Cowl can be summed up by an absurd
amount of coffee, patience, and gratitude in feeling like I have a voice in
this rather voiceless world.
See y’all around :)

Julia McCoy, Opinion
Editor Emerita
My Cowl interview took place in Alumni Dining Hall, two weeks
into my freshman year. As a nervous freshman who knew no one, I was
lucky that Andrea Traietti and Hannah Paxton calmed all of my nerves.
I started by writing opinion pieces on arbitrary issues—should you
choose your roommate or go random? Why you should not use Rate
My Professor as the only tool for choosing classes, etc.—before gaining
confidence to write about the issues that I was interested in.
Last year, when Savannah Plaisted and Kelly Wheeler asked me to become the co-editor of the Opinion section for my senior year, the answer
was an immediate yes, and I had no idea what was ahead for me.
I think that Savannah and Kelly were psychics or something. Somehow they knew that Maddie Morkin and I would be the perfect combination for the Opinion section. Maddie is easily the kindest person I
have ever met and makes Wednesdays in the office a lot less stressful
than they can sometimes be. Together, we take incredible wallpaper
photos, write “notes” on legal pads to seem cool, and ask pressing questions on the office whiteboard. Not to mention the article that we wrote
together, which has to be the piece I am proudest of.
The Cowl runs on Nicole Patano. We stand back and watch that woman work miracles on a weekly basis. My Wednesdays rely on her, my
Cowl ladies, and the occasional pop in from the sports boys. My friends
have quickly learned this year not to ask if I am free on a Wednesday,
because the answer is always no; I take every second I can to be in
Slavin LL04.
My college experience is nothing without The Cowl. My only regret is
that I wasn’t able to meet all of my friends a lot earlier in my four years.
The very scared freshman who went to her first meeting with ideas written in her notes app is so grateful for the four years that came after that
night. So, if you see me wiping out an entire stand of this issue, mind
your business, I need to keep The Cowl with me forever.
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Maura Cambell, News
Editor Emerita
My time here at Providence College has felt like a constant uphill climb.
As a freshman, I had big plans for my time in Friartown. My dreams of a
blissful, fun-filled four years were shattered when I was assaulted by one of my
new friends less than a month after move-in day. At that point, I was certain
that I would never feel safe here again.
That same week, I applied to join the News Staff of The Cowl. Hannah Langley immediately made me feel comfortable and at-home on her staff. I had no
idea then that I would find my so-called Friar Family in the windowless, poorly
lit, cluttered basement office of The Cowl.
Over the past four years, I have slowly but surely regained my strength and
my trust in myself. My staff and editorial board have consistently challenged
and encouraged me to produce my best work, all while surrounding me with
the warmth and love I needed to heal and grow. The Cowl gave me space to
relearn how to be my authentic self: creative, passionate, idealistic, bold, and
occasionally loud. I will leave The Cowl office a far better and more self-assured
woman than I entered it.
A summary of my time as a News Writer for three years and as News CoEditor this past year would be incomplete without a mention of our Editor-inChief and my friend, Nicole.
Nicole Patano is The Cowl. Resilient, brave, and fiercely devoted to the wellbeing of her staff, Nicole has overcome countless challenges both inside and
outside of the office, all while maintaining her kindness and good humor. She is
the most extraordinary person I have ever met, and I will be forever grateful to
The Cowl for crossing our paths.
As I say goodbye to my Cowl family, I am overcome with gratitude beyond
words. Our friendship and camaraderie have meant more to me than I could
ever express. A piece of my heart and soul will remain forever in that dingy
basement office. Thank you, thank you, thank you; despite everything, you
have managed to make these the best years of my life.

Maddie Morkin,
Opinion Editor Emerita
At a young age, my mom taught me that preserving memories was important. She knew the value of forming written opinions, transforming moments
into memories in a space that was not exclusively her own mind, and reflecting
on the beauty of a rapidly changing life with a pen to paper.
Chicken-scratch Post-it notes clung to the walls of her desk. A massive colororganized calendar kept her busy life in order. Yellow legal pads in her car and
purse and bedside table demonstrated a sort of organized chaos in the form of
memorable quotes, followed by grocery lists, followed by people she’d like to
pray for, followed by randomly recalled important dates and birthdays.
She wrote to remember, and in November 2020, after I lost her to a 15-month
battle with cancer, I frantically roamed my entire house, collecting those insignificant Post-it notes, almost illegible note pads, outdated planners, and lengthy
journals so that I could remember too.
Through my four years at PC, I have changed my major from Undeclared, to
Marketing, to English, eventually landing at Creative Writing that same season
my mom left me.
It was only then that I was really able to recognize writing is everything
to me. My own life found so much more clarity as I navigated my loss, better
understanding who I wanted to surround myself with and finally doing what I
craved.
The Cowl has given me the opportunity to not only express opinions on topics that matter to me personally, but it gave me a support system in the collective warmth of the individual hearts that fill our hidden safe haven in lower
Slavin.
Our time together in The Cowl office was never a get-in-get-out system. It
began more often as a midday text that one of us was having a particularly bad
day, or had to share a funny story, or needed company for no particular reason.
Whoever was available would head onto campus and cozy around the copyeditor’s table and be there and stay there.
I would never have wanted to spend late nights staring blurry-eyed at a
computer with anyone other than Julia McCoy, the world’s best section coeditor in the world. Together, we slimmed down the Opinion section’s fluff and
made sure to incorporate and write on topics that were controversial, hardhitting, current, and, at times, hilarious. I imagine Julia wakes up to Chaka
Khan’s “I’m Every Woman” every single morning, not that she even needs that
reminder, but she is quite literally EVERY WOMAN.
I’ll miss our Wednesday nights the most. When all of us section editors
worked until our exhausted eyes began playing tricks on us. When somebody
(usually Maura Campbell) would suggest the quick-fix we were all already
thinking: Cowl beers. When McPhail’s poured us overflowing memories in clear
plastic cups. When Nicole Patano worked the longest and hardest and most
creatively. When we all did everything we could to get that paper out, because
we knew nothing beat the feeling of our hard work hitting the stands around
campus Thursday afternoons.
Writing for The Cowl has been one of the best decisions of my life, and while
I wish my mom had the chance to read more of what I published, I fully believe
she put every single beautiful person in that office for me. God bless the articles
we’ve written, the laughs we’ve shared, the strikes we’ve collected, the drinks
we’ve knocked back, the tears we’ve cried, the best group of people I’ll never
forget.
The Cowl isn’t just a newspaper, it’s therapy.
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Liam Tormey, Sports
Editor Emeritus

Leo Hainline, Sports
Editor Emeritus

When I was in high school, I was fascinated with major sports
outlets such as Bleacher Report, The Athletic, and ESPN for reporters'
ability to create stories for millions across the world about their favorite
sports and athletes.
I joined The Cowl for this opportunity. The chance to create stories for
the entire school to read about Division I athletes was a dream to me.
I have been so lucky with the work I have been able to create because
of this great club. Being able to sit down and interview the likes of
the infamous Ed Cooley and Hall of Famer Cammi Granato, this was
what I dreamed about back in high school. It did not matter who I was
interviewing, I still got the nerves and goosebumps for the fact I got to
do this.
The camaraderie of this club is unlike any other I have been a part of
on-campus. We all get to share stories about a school we love so much.
I have met so many great people because of it. I give a big thanks to
Jack and Cam who paved the way for the sports section of The Cowl
which I hope I was able to live up to. To Leo, there was no other person I would have wanted to create and talk ideas about sports with. To
Joe and Will, I know you both will be great at carrying the torch of the
sports section.
There are so many great stories you can uncover being a sports
writer. To hear people say “Thank you” for telling their story and continuing to put great content out drives me to get better and I owe that
all to The Cowl. I hope my career path in sports sees me one day doing
the work I was able to do here, but for now I say goodbye.

One of the best decisions I made at Providence College was becoming a sportswriter for The Cowl. In writing about athletic teams and
athletes at PC, I feel that I have provided them with recognition for their
achievements and contributions to the school. I have received feedback,
especially from athletes and coaches on teams that do not receive much
media coverage, stating how meaningful this recognition has been for
them. Utilizing my platform to amplify the success of student-athletes,
specifically those whose accomplishments generally go unnoticed, is one
of the ways I feel I have contributed to the Providence College community.
This year as a sports co-editor, putting in behind-the-scenes work to
release the printed copies has been even more fulfilling. I have also enjoyed my time connecting with both members of the sports section and
members of other sections. Many are individuals whom I did not know
well until my senior year, and I appreciate the opportunity I have had
to make new friends with different people in the College. The office has
always been a welcoming and high-energy environment and I will forever value the good times I have had working for Providence College’s
student-run newspaper.

Brooke Rioux,
Copyeditor Emerita
Madison Palmieri, A&E
Editor Emerita
I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to serve as a writer for
The Cowl for the past three years and as an editor for the past year and
a half. My high school’s newspaper was pretty much non-existent, so
when I started my freshman year at PC, I didn’t give much thought to
joining The Cowl, despite my love of writing. At the beginning of my
sophomore year, however, something (perhaps ~divine Providence~)
made me decide to apply to write for the paper’s Arts & Entertainment
section. I immediately found that writing articles every week gave me
a much-needed outlet for creativity and stress relief, and I will never
forget the sense of pride I felt when my article about TDF’s production
of Something Rotten! made the front page that fall. I have thoroughly
enjoyed sharing my thoughts on all my favorite A&E topics, from Taylor Swift and Friends to book reviews and Marvel. My favorite pieces
of all time would definitely have to be my full-page reviews of folklore,
evermore, and Red (Taylor’s Version)!
When my section editors asked me to step into an editor role and
lead A&E at the beginning of the second semester of my junior year,
I immediately jumped at the opportunity, eager to become more involved with the organization that had come to mean so much to me.
Now, looking back a year and a half later, it has been one of the most
rewarding experiences of my time at PC. I always feel so proud to see
my writers’ work develop from an idea to a published piece, and I can
honestly say that creating the InDesign spreads for each issue is one of
the highlights of my week. To my writers—thank you so much for your
hard work and dedication this year. To Jack and Claudia, A&E’s 20222023 co-editors, best of luck! The section is in great hands with you. To
the copyeditors, thanks for putting up with my smiley-faced requests
for black pens and fact checks. To my fellow Ed Board members, long
story short, we survived.

20 Things I will miss about The Cowl:
1. Beanbag
2. Jenny
3. Banter with the ladies
4. Tea time
5. Leo’s special beverages
6. Sad knocks on the door until somebody lets me in
7. Squishy red heart
8. Angie’s baking (drooling just thinking about it)
9. Whiteboard polls
10. When people who aren’t me get strikes
11. Nicole. Nicole. And more Nicole.
12. Cartwheel contest
13. LL04 Hot Stuff
14. Inserting myself into Ed Board <3
15. Tiktok references in every sentence we speak
16. Year-round Christmas tree in the corner
17. The book of quotes for every instance that sits on the table
18. “Close the door”
19. Mouse/phone chargers
20. Popcorn and Shirley Temple runs
Aside from the obvious (detailed above), there are so many things I
will miss about being a member of The Cowl. I joined at the beginning
of this year as an artist and copyeditor, and from my very first Cowl
Wednesday I wished that I had joined sooner. I was a bit apprehensive
at first — these students had known each other for years at this point,
and I didn’t really know anyone at all. However, my fears were assuaged as I was welcomed with open arms, big smiles, and a healthy
dose of The Cowl banter that has become second nature to me now. It
felt so natural, and by the second meeting I felt like such a part of things
— as if I wasn’t the new girl at all. I could not be more grateful for the
memories we’ve made together, how I was welcomed so kindly, and
how even the gloomiest of ‘hump days’ can be made cheery with a little
time spent in The Cowl’s office. Although we will all go our separate
ways after graduation, I know without a doubt that I’ve made friends
for life. I love you guys! (almost as much as I love correct grammar)
And one last thing: God bless the Oxford comma.
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Grace Sherlog,
Copyeditor Emerita
I remember my interview for The Cowl like it was yesterday.
Freshman year, Annie and Courtney asked me a few questions,
one of them being the obvious: “Why do you want to join The
Cowl?” In addition to sharing my love for correcting peoples’
grammar and reading newspapers, I was brutally honest and told
them I wanted to make some friends. Now, I can successfully say
I have both strengthened my knack for grammar correcting (long
live the Oxford comma) and have met some of the kindest, smartest, and most funny people who make up this campus. Angie and
Nicole – thank you for being there with me for four years and for
having the best banter. Colleen—thank you for being the cutest,
most genuine person. To my fellow copy editors—thank you for
all of your hard work every week. I will forever be grateful for this
amazing paper.

Aidan Lerner, Portfolio
Writer Emeritus
What to say about my time writing for The Cowl? It was short: just
a year. It was more of a fling than anything. We sure had a lot of fun
though. I appreciate the platform I got from The Cowl to basically
just write whatever I wanted. I love writing, but I find that I cannot
dedicate the time I need during school to write my best work. The
deadlines of The Cowl encouraged me to forgo perfection. I am glad
I was able to do something as simple as getting the words out and
to see them read back to me in print. Thank you to The Cowl for
indulging in my particular style of expression. Also, I have a huge
crush on one of the copy editors (Colleen), so I am going to hide a
typo 2 get her attenchon.

Emily Ball, Opinion
Writer Emerita
Remember that involvement fair from your freshman year, the one
where you sign up for every single club and then, that same day, get
about 35-40 emails welcoming you to every club on campus? I surely
do, but the one club that I genuinely was waiting for an email from
was The Cowl.
I remember walking into my interview for The Cowl in the fall of
2018 as a timid freshman, not knowing that this choice would lead me
to three of my closest friends and to the experience that has allowed
me to grow as a thinker and a writer.
The Cowl’s opinion section has allowed me to practice talking about
my own opinion on controversial topics, write articles about the word
b****, and try out some incredible food from Federal Hill for our banquets!
To my lovely Cowl ladies and English Major best friends- Maddie
Morkin, Julia McCoy, and Olivia Bretzman- thank you, thank you,
thank you. #EnglishMajorsArePeopleToo.
I wish everybody the best in their next journey! Go Friars!

Grace O'Connor, A&E
Writer Emerita
I joined the Arts & Entertainment section of The Cowl my
sophomore year here at PC. I have always been passionate about
journalism, so writing about music, tv shows, movies, and even
current events excited me. Joining a group of such talented, smart,
and supportive individuals has made my experience at Providence
that much better. Not only did I get to bond with this group over our
mutual love of writing, but we got to share our writing with the rest
of the school, which has been an absolute privilege. Originally, writing
for the school newspaper seemed like a daunting task but challenging
myself to join The Cowl was one of the best decisions I have made and
has helped to push me out of my comfort zone. Looking back on my
experience here at PC, I will always cherish my experience on The
Cowl and the individuals I got to meet through it.

SWAN SONGS

6 The Cowl

May 5, 2022

Grace Whitman, A&E
Writer Emerita

Marelle Hipolito, Portfolio
Writer Emerita

In 2019, I was assigned to cover John Legend's performance at
Late Night Madness. I was given a media access pass to the show,
but once I joined the mosh pit of what the concert turned out to be,
security stopped me, thinking I stole a media pass! When I proudly
told him I wrote for The Cowl, he was very relieved, saying, “keep
up the great work!” Proud is the perfect word to encapsulate how
I’ve felt about writing for The Cowl over the past four years and it has
truly been a highlight of my college experience.
I always called dibs on award show articles, so in full acceptance
speech fashion, I want to send my sincere gratitude to Pat Fuller
’21 for welcoming me onto the A&E Staff, Madison Palmeri ’22 for
taking the reins as editor of A&E this year, and the rest of the cowriters I have crossed paths with over the years!

“To the world you might be one person, but to one person, you
might be the world.” I’ve been blessed throughout my college years
to have the opportunity to be both that one person and be that
world through platforms such as The Cowl, Campus Ministry, and
the Board of Programmers. To my friends and my family, thank you
for being part of God’s Providence in my life.

Nikki Idelson, A&E
Writer Emerita

On one rainy Saturday afternoon in Cunningham, I ran into my
friend and roommate Grace as she was working on a Cowl article. I
asked her what she was doing, and she said that she was working on
an article about the television show The Haunting of Bly Manor. This
being a show that I absolutely love, I asked if I could read the article.
After doing so, I began to think about how great it must be to write
about television shows, artists, and movies that you are interested in.
I asked Grace how I could become a part of the Arts & Entertainment
section, and soon enough, I submitted an application and wrote my
first article on concerts during the pandemic. I am so grateful to have
been able to write for this section for the past two years, as well as
for all the amazing people that I have met. Writing for The Cowl has
shaped my experience at Providence College, and I cannot imagine it
without it.

Stephen Foster, Sports
Writer Emeritus
Writing articles on Providence College athletics and professional
sports for The Cowl has been an exciting opportunity to learn about
sports journalism and develop my writing skills. My time writing
for The Cowl has greatly influenced my pursuit of a career in sports
business, as it has assured me how much I enjoy working in sports
and entertainment.
I would like to thank Liam Tormey ’22 and Leo Hainline ’22 for
doing such a great job as editors of the sports section this year, as
well as the entire staff of The Cowl for producing such outstanding
content. I am grateful for the opportunity that The Cowl has given
me to gain professional experience in sports journalism, and I look
forward to carrying the knowledge that I have learned into my
future endeavors.

SUMMA CUM LAUDE, CLASS OF 2022

Name: Hope Allard
Major: Business Economics
Minor: Finance
Post-grad plans: Will be working as
an analyst in the asset management
division at Fidelity Investments.

Name: Leo Hainline
Majors: Art History, Political Science
with a Public Administration
Certificate
Post-grad plans: Will be attending
Vanderbilt Law School.

Name: Grace Maffucci
Majors: Music Performance, Spanish
Minor: Latin American & Latino/a
Studies
Post-grad plans: Will be an English
Teacher Assistant in Mexico as part of
the U.S. Fulbright Student Program
next year.

Name: Julia McCoy
Majors: English, Political Science
Post-grad plans: Will be attending
The University of New Hampshire in
the English Literature Ph.D. Program,
hoping to focus on twentieth-century
literature.

Name: Madison Palmieri
Majors: English, History
Minors: Marketing, Philosophy
Post-grad plans: Will be interning
with L.L. Bean this summer and then
pursuing a fully funded M.A. at URI,
while working as a TA.

Name: Nicole Patano
Major: Criminology
Minors: English, Black Studies
Post-grad plans: Will continue
working with the RI Center for Justice
on criminal justice and incarcerated
persons' rights.

Name: Grace Sherlog
Majors: Health Policy & Management,
Economics
Post-grad plans: Will work as a
Health & Benefits Analyst for Willis
Towers Watson in their Boston
location.

Name: Grace Whitman
Major: Finance
Minor: Political Science
Post-grad plans: Will be joining
Raytheon Technologies' Finance
Leadership Development Program
with future plans to attend law school.
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Name: Julia Acquavita
Major: Finance
Minor: Economics
Post-grad plans: Will be
relocating to NYC to join
Citibank's Commercial Banking
Analyst Program, where she
will be working in the Cash
& Trade Working Capital
Solutions Group.

Name: Adam Banatwala
Majors: Mathematics &
Finance
Post-grad plans: Will be
living at home with his dog,
studying, and applying for
actuarial positions in the
Northeast.

Name: Taylor Brysgel
Major: Biology
Minor: Business & Innovation
Post-grad plans: Will pursue
a PhD in Pharmacology at the
University of Pennsylvania
with the hope of eventually
working in the pharmaceutical
industry.

Name: Allison Clower
Major: Accountancy
Minor: Economics
Post-grad plans: Will be
attending Vanderbilt University
in the fall to earn my Master's in
Accounting and prepare to sit
for the CPA exam.

Name: Rachel Denney
Major: Global Studies
Minors: Sociology, Women's
& Gender Studies
Post-grad plans: Will work in
corporate social responsibility
in Boston to strive for more
ethical and inclusive initiatives
in the corporate world.

Name: Andrew Antonik
Major: Accountancy
Minors: Computer Science &
Finance
Post-grad plans: Will take the
CPA Exam over the summer
and start at PwC as an Audit
Associate in the Boston office
in the fall.

Name: Katherine Burdick
Majors: Economics & History
Minor: Theology
Post-grad plans: Still looking
for a job, but next year she will
be working in higher education,
hopefully in admissions.

Name: Madison Cohen
Majors: Global Studies &
Sociology
Minor: French
Post-grad plans: Will be
pursuing my Master of Public
Policy at the University of
Virginia Batten School of
Public Policy.

Name: Noah DeRossi-Goldberg
Majors: History & Political
Science
Minor: Sociology
Post-grad plans: Will be
attending Boston College Law
School.

Name: Catherine Buzzerio
Major: Finance
Post-grad plans: Will be
joining Hall Capital Partners
as an Analyst in the Portfolio
Management Group in the
New York City Office.

Name: Soleil Corvelo
Major: Accountancy
Post-grad plans: Will be
interning at Deloitte in Boston
in their audit and assurance
practice. Will then be
returning to PC for my MBA
while pursuing my CPA.

Name: Jackson Diltz
Majors: Biology & Psychology
Minor: Neuroscience
Post-grad
plans: Plans
to work in a research lab
setting to gain experience
with the hope of returning
to graduate school at some
point in the future.
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Name: Thomas Becker
Major: Political Science
Post-grad plans: Will be
working for the National
Republican Senate Committee
in Washington, D.C and
starting a career in politics.

Name: Caroline Cahill
Major: Elementary/Special
Education
Post-grad plans: Will be a
third-grade teacher at Holy
Spirit Catholic School in
Annandale, VA.

Name: Sidney Davis
Major: Biology
Minors: Spanish & Sociology
Post-grad plans: Will be
attending the State University
of New York Upstate Medical
University in the fall to pursue
my medical education in the
MD Program.

Name: Ava Dussault
Major: Elementary/Special
Education & Psychology
Post-grad plans: Will be
attending Endicott to pursue
a Master's degree in Social
Emotional Learning. She
will also be working at the
children’s yoga studio her and
her mom run, 2MindfulGirls.

Name: Cale Bombardier
Major: Philosophy
Post-grad plans: Will continue
in seminary formation to
become a Catholic Priest.
This entails 4 years of major
seminary to achieve a Masters
in Divinity.

Name: Nicola Calabrese
Major: Elementary/Special
Education
Minor: Sociology
Post-grad plans: Heading back
to Long Island to teach students
who have been diagnosed with
autism throughout the school
year.

Name: Adrina DeMarzo
Major: Finance
Minor: Philosophy
Post-grad plans: Will move
back home to Long Island,
pursuing a career path in
business. She will interview
for positions and travel in
Europe this summer.

Name: Angela Figueroa
Major: Health Policy &
Management
Minor: Spanish
Post-grad plans: Will continue
to take medical school
prerequisites at PC for the
summer and throughout the
year. Next year she will work
as a Cardiac EMT and then
attend medical school.

